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From the Editor 

2023 is on us and many exciting events are 

coming our way. A National Convention in Tucson 

AZ, Southeast Regional Convention in Gulfport, 

MS in early April and even a Fish Fry/Hog Roast 

in Micco, FL in March. 

 

————————————————————— 

Upcoming Charleston Base Events 

 

Board of Directors Meeting  

THU Feb 3, 1800 

FRA Goose Creek 

 

Base Meeting 

THU Feb 10, 1900    

FRA Goose Creek 

1800 Social Hour - 1900 Meeting 

 

H.L. Hunley/Housatonic Memorial Service 

FRI Feb 17, 1830 Muster – 1900 Memorial  

Sunrise Presbyterian Church Sullivan's Island 

We will be participating and will need volunteers. 

Uniform will be Charleston Tuxedo (Blue blazer 

with dolphins, light blue shirt, dark or dolphin tie 

and khaki pants.) Please bring a warm coat and a 

small flashlight...it's usually cold & dark on the 

beach. 

 

Board of Directors Meeting  

THU Mar 2, 1800 

FRA Goose Creek 

 

Base Meeting 

THU Mar 9, 1900    

FRA Goose Creek 

1800 Social Hour - 1900 Meeting 

 

USS Amberjack SS219/Lost Boats Memorial/

Submarine Birthday Celebration 

SAT Apr 8, 1000 [Muster 0930] 

Cold War Memorial Patriot’s Point 

 

Information of all Charleston Base Events is 

on www.ussvicb.org 
 

http://ussvicb.org/
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====================================== 

United States Subarine Birthday Ball 

Charleston South Carolina 

Announcing the123rd Charleston       

Submarine Birthday Ball 

Theme: "Remember the Thresher” 

Guest speaker: Admiral James Caldwell, Director 

of Naval Reactors 

Saturday - April 8, 2023 - 

1730 Social Hour - 1830 Ceremony Begins 

Location: North Charleston Marriott: 4770 Goer 

Dr, North Charleston, SC 29406 

Ticket sales and SUBVET Ticket Price will be sent 

out as soon as known 

 

====================================== 

HUMOR 

Will glass coffins be a success?  
Remains to be seen. 

  
What’s the difference between a  

hippo and a zippo? 
One is really heavy and the other is a little lighter. 

  
Hear about the new restaurant called Karma? 
There’s no menu - you get what you deserve. 

  
I went to buy some camouflage trousers 

yesterday, but couldn't find any. 
  

What do you call a bee that can’t make  
up its mind? 

A maybe. 
  

I tried to sue the airline for losing my luggage. 
I lost my case. 

  
Is it ignorance or apathy that's destroying  

the world today? 
I don't know and don't really care. 

  
I wasn’t originally going to get a brain transplant, but 

then I changed my mind. 
  

Which country’s capital has the  
fastest-growing population? 

Ireland. Every day it’s Dublin. 
  

I saw an ad for burial plots, and I thought:  
“That’s the last thing I need!” 

  
Need an ark? 
I Noah guy. 

 You’re not completely useless, you can always 
serve as a bad example. 

  
I broke my finger last week. On the other hand, I’m 

okay. 
  

Did you hear about the guy who got hit in  
the head with a can of soda? 

He was lucky it was a soft drink. 
<><><><><><><> 

Submitted by Bill Yeager, 

Previously Unpublished Murphy's Laws 

1.   Light travels faster than sound. This is why 

some people appear bright until you hear them 

speak.   

2. A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for 

doing well.   

3. He who laughs last, thinks slowest. 

4. A day without sunshine is like, well, night.  

5. Change is inevitable, except from a vending 

machine.  

6. Those who live by the sword get shot by those 

who don't. 

7. Nothing is foolproof to a sufficiently talented fool 

8. The 50-50-90 rule: Anytime you have a 50-50 

chance of getting something right, there's a 90% 

probability you'll get it wrong. 

9. It is said that if you line up all the cars in the 

world end-to-end, someone from Texas would be 

stupid enough to try to pass them. 

10. If the shoe fits, get another one just like it 

11. The things that come to those who wait may be 

the things left by those who got there first 

12. Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. 

Teach a man to fish and he will sit in a boat all day 
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drinking beer 

13. Flashlight: A case for holding dead batteries 

14. God gave you toes as a device for finding 

furniture in the dark. 

15. When you go into court, you are putting 

yourself in the hands of twelve people who 

weren't smart enough to get out of jury duty. 

====================================== 

Adm. James B. Osborn Memorial Scholarship 

     This Painting and Print offer is for Base 

membership. 

     The Scholarship Committee has two items to 

offer up for a reasonable donation for each to our 

scholarship fund. To make an offer on either item 

contact Carl Chinn at scholarship@ussvicb.org 

text/call 843-437-5515. You can also contact Rick 

Sparger or Marty Sessler. 

     First up is an original oil painting of a WWII 

submarine battle. Great work that was painted in 

1945. It was donated to the fund by our recently 

departed member George Barnett. 

     Painting is 42” wide by 33” high; has a 

beautiful 5 ½” wide mahogany frame. 

  
     The second offering is a print of the H.L. 

Hunley crew. This is a great print with very unique 

matting.   

     The print is 34” wide by 40” high. 

 
<><><><><><><> 

Admiral James B. Osborn Memorial 

Scholarship Program 

     The Charleston Base Scholarship program 

reached a new plateau in January by 

accumulating over $10,000 through donations, 

rummage sales and raffles for the future scholars 

in the Charleston Tri-county area. The scholarship 

program is named in honor of Admiral James B. 

Osborn who commanded the Navy’s first Ballistic 

Missile Submarine, the USS George Washington 

(SSBN-598) in 1958.  

     This remarkable achievement of the 

scholarship program was highlighted through the 

generosity of Lifetime Base member John 

Lookabill, RMCM(SS), USN, Retired. John is the 

mailto:scholarship@ussvicb.org
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senior submarine qualified submariner in 

Charleston Base and qualified on the USS 

Pompon (SS-267) in 1955. Here John (r) is shown 

presenting a check for $1,000.00 to Admiral 

James B. Osborn Memorial Scholarship Chairman 

Carl Chinn at the January 2023 Base meeting. 

This is the third year in a row that John has 

donated $1,000.00 to the fund. He has set the 

standard for all our members to follow in support 

of this wonderful program. His unwavering support 

is greatly appreciated and helps college bound 

high school seniors in the greater Charleston tri-

county area. Thanks John! 

====================================== 

USSVI NATIONAL/REGIONAL  and VA 

INFORMATION 

<><><><><><><><><><> 

Shipmates, 

     Until officially notified, the only time the new 

(Blackbaud) website is to be used is for matters 

concerning this year’s 2023 convention in Tucson. 

     Please bear in mind that the rebuilt old 

site https://ussubvets.org is the currently active 

system that should be used for all of your normal 

research and data entries.  

     V/R Bill Andrea, NC 

<><><><><><><><><><> 

Remain Vigilant of VA Caregiver Support 

Stipend Scams 

     Caregivers and Veterans, about a month ago 

we learned of a potential e-mail scam about a VA 

Caregiver Stipend Recoupment. More recently we 

received details about a potential “text” scam. We 

reiterate, please do not respond to such requests, 

as VA will not email you a request for money nor 

will VA text you to ask for personal information or 

request to schedule an informal conference.  

     If you receive a suspicious email or text from 

anyone representing the Department of Veterans 

Affairs, DO NOT respond to the text, DO NOT 

open the email or click on any attachments or 

links. VA does not send emails or texts asking for 

personal information. VA does not send 

threatening emails, or emails claiming to take 

adverse actions on claimants or beneficiaries (jail 

or lawsuits). If you receive any of these suspicious 

texts or emails, or are in doubt about any 

communications appearing to be from VA, please 

contact VA directly at 1 (800) 827-1000. 

Protect yourself against potential scams with 

these tips: 

• Do not provide personal, benefits, medical or 

financial details online or over the phone. 

Federal agencies will not contact you unless 

you make a request. 

• Do not click on online ads or engage with 

social media that seem suspicious. 

• Check for https:// at the start of website 

addresses. 

• Enable multi-factor authentication on all 

accounts. 

• Do not respond to suspicious texts. 

• Work with Veteran service providers you 

already know. 

     Visit the Cybercrime Support Network for 

additional resources to help Veterans, service 

members, and their families combat cybercrime. 

<><><><><><><><><><> 

Oftentimes veterans find it difficult to drive to the 

VA to receive urgent care.  Within our district this 

continues to be an issue as we have a few 

counties that for a veteran to drive to a VA 

Medical Center can be 50 miles or greater.  Pease 

help us spread the word that the VA has the 

answer to this problem through separate Urgent 

Care Program that may be accessed closer to 

where the veteran lives.  For more information on 

this please go to:  https://www.va.gov/

communitycare/programs/veterans/

Urgent_Care.asp  

<><><><><><><><><><> 

Subject: Annual and Life Membership Dues  

From: "NC Bill Andrea"  

Date: 1/29/2023, 8:25 AM 

     As we are all aware, inflation and cost of living 

increases have raised the cost of everything, In 

the last three years alone, due to increases in 

paper, printing, and mailing costs for our American 

Submariner Magazine have gone up 25%. 

Another of our major expenses is travel, and in 

the last three years, the mileage reimbursement 

costs have gone from $.40 cents per mile to $.65 

https://ussubvets.org 
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAxMDkuNjk0ODIxODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2ZpZ2h0Y3liZXJjcmltZS5vcmcvIn0.5lWDJqETYDg9RKIC7hMZEZD_BxDnU7ZJlElsDzSzn
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAxMDkuNjk0ODIxODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2ZpZ2h0Y3liZXJjcmltZS5vcmcvcHJvZ3JhbXMvbWlsdmV0LyJ9.C7H7pwkBtAbBdZ3Ixl9K
https://www.va.gov/communitycare/programs/veterans/Urgent_Care.asp
https://www.va.gov/communitycare/programs/veterans/Urgent_Care.asp
https://www.va.gov/communitycare/programs/veterans/Urgent_Care.asp
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cents per mile. In order to offset some of these 

expenses, we find it necessary to raise our annual 

dues by $5.00, from $25.00 per year to$30.00 per 

year. Our new dues structure will be as follows: 

  

National Term (Annual) Dues 

5-Year Term:   $115.00 to $140.00 

3-Year Term:   $ 70.00 to $85.00 

1-Year Term: (Jan through Dec) $25.00 to $30.00 

  

     For members joining in the last quarter, 1 Year 

Term is $5.00 (Oct through Dec) and $30.00 (Next 

year's term January through Dec) for the follow-on 

year for a total of $35.00. 

  

National Life Dues 

76+ Years:               $100.00 to $120.00 

66 through 75 Years  $200.00 to $240.00 

56 through 65 Years  $300.00 to $360.00 

46 through 55 Years  $400.00 to $500.00 

Up to 45 years          $500.00 to $600.00 

  

     This increase will go into effect on 1 April 

2023, at which time updated application forms will 

be posted and the PPM updated.  

     V/R Bill Andrea NC   

<><><><><><><><><><> 

Subject: 2023 National Convention Information 

From: "Dennis Ottley, 2023 National Convention 

Chairman"  

Date: 2/1/2023, 2:30 PM 

Note: This went out to all USSVI Members 

     Dear Shipmates  

     Thank you all for your patience as we are 

ready for registration for the 2023 Nation 

Convention in Tucson from 28 August to 3 

September 2023 at the Tucson Hilton El 

Conquistador and Resort.  

Convention registration—Go to the ussvi.org 

website log in and under the Members tab, click 

on the 2023 Convention link, which will take you 

to the convention page. Under the Convention tab 

are the registration links  

1-Online link—the registration process pays via a 

credit card. Each line item carries an upcharge to 

account for the credit card fee that will be charged 

for this convenience.  

2- Manual—a fillable pdf form that can be 

completed, downloaded, and mailed with your 

check or money order to the PO Box for 

registering for the convention. Please check your 

math and make your form legible to avoid 

mistakes that will cause delays in finalizing 

registration.  

Hotel Reservation—Click this link to a special 

page for the Hilton El Conquistador, where the 

room rate is $99/night. If you have special needs, 

call Elicia Robles, Group Registration Coordinator, 

at 2023 National Convention Information 1 of 3 

2/3/2023, 11:44 PM 520.544.1155. The resort fee 

will be waived at checkout.  

Vendor Tab—3 documents are noted:  

1. Magazine ad form. We encourage all Regions, 

Districts, and Bases to contribute to the 

convention's success by placing an ad. Costs, 

instructions, and mailing info are noted on the 

form.  

2. Sponsor form. Here we look for sponsors that 

support our Convention. Any suggestion or 

recommendation for sponsors would be greatly 

appreciated.  

3. Vendor agreement. This form is for the vendors 

to secure a table in the Hospitality Suite during 

the convention.  

Communication Tab—there are tabs for 

contacting the webmaster and convention chair. 

Please utilize these for comments or questions.  

Shipmates Attending---Will be updated as 

registrations are made.  

Reunions—Listed here will be the boat reunions 

registered with Elicia Robles. All Sub Reunion 

Coordinators are encouraged to participate in the 

National Convention. Questions can be directed 

to Richard “Ozzie” Osentoski 

(mailto:ussronquil@yahoo.com) or Bob Bowe 

(mailto:bob.bowe@outlook.com). Bob is the 

local Reunion Committee Chair.  

Off-Sites ---Our off-sites include four venues. All 

are to be handled by a professional staff to make 

your tour a more enjoyable experience. They are:  

1-Biosphere II  

2-Pima Air and Space Museum  

mailto:ussronquil@yahoo.com
mailto:bob.bowe@outlook.com
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3-Desert Museum  

4-Gaslight Theater—melodrama playing will be 

Harry Potter  

     Going forward, we will publish additional 

information on the National email blast to keep all 

informed. See you out West in Tucson this 

August.  

Dennis Ottley, 2023 National Convention Chair 

<><><><><><><><><><> 

SOUTH EAST REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

      Base Commanders:  It has been some time 

since we have had a Southeast Region 

Conference.  Our Regional Director and one or 

more members have working on hosting another 

ESR Conference in Mississippi.  Review the 

information forwarded regarding the proposed 

Southeast Region Conference, then communicate 

with your Base members to identify the number of 

Base officers and members that will or would like 

to attend.  Then communicate this back to me this 

information.  FYI: there will be at least one ESR 

Officers Meeting, lots of camaraderie/fellowship, 

ocean, and maybe casino time.  We need this 

information soon so that a confirmation can be 

completed with The View Casino Resorts of 

Gulfport.  

      The following information will be submitted by 

the Base Commander or his representative. 

      I am able to reserve a block of 40 rooms in our 

smoke free Beach Hotel for your group for the 

dates of April 3-6, 2023. The room rate will 

be $109+tax each night. The room block will only 

be held until 2 weeks prior to arrival date. I will 

need to have a signed contract to hold the rooms. 

      To prepare the contract I need to know the 

following… 

1. Official name of group 

2. Address for group 

3. Name of official contact, with title and phone 

number 

4. Signer of contract (responsible party) 

5. Will reservations be made by rooming list or 

individual call in? 

      Who is responsible for payment of room and 

tax (individuals or group)? 

<><><><><><><><><><> 

Veterans Benefits Newsletter | February 2023 

============ 

Prepare Your Taxes with Free AARP Aide 

     With tax season approaching, prepare now 

with the AARP Foundation’s Tax-Aide Service. 

The volunteer-run program helps the military 

community file state and federal tax returns. 

Trained Tax-Aide volunteers are nationwide and 

IRS-certified each year to ensure they understand 

the latest changes and additions to the tax code. 

Tax-Aide is free and available either virtually or in-

person (by appointment only) to all Veterans, 

service members, and their families regardless of 

age or whether they are AARP members. LEARN 

MORE HERE 

============ 

New Law Helps Survivors Get VA Benefits 

     A new law makes it easier for survivors of 

Veterans exposed to toxic material, including burn 

pits, to receive Dependency and Indemnity 

Compensation (DIC), tax-free benefit payments 

available for certain surviving spouses, children, 

or parents. They may also now be eligible for a 

one-time payment for accrued benefits, burial 

benefits, education and training, home loan 

certificates of eligibility, or health care. Find out 

which benefits you may qualify for and how to 

access them. 

============ 

New Toxic Exposure Screening for Veterans 

     Veterans who enroll or are enrolled in VA 

health care, can now receive the toxic exposure 

screening at VA medical centers and clinics 

across the country. During your screening, if you 

believe you experienced toxic exposures during 

your military service, you may be connected to 

resources and encouraged to file a disability 

claim. 

============ 

Disability Housing Grants Available for 

Veterans 

     Veterans and service members with certain 

service-connected disabilities can receive housing 

grants from VA to buy, build, or modify a home to 

meet their needs and live more independently. 

Changes to your home may involve installing 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMDIuNzA4ODE4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL25ld3MudmEuZ292Lzg1NDI4L2FhcnAtb3RoZXJzLW9mZmVyLWZyZWUtdGF4LXByZXAtaGVscC12ZXRlcmFucy1taWxpdGFyeS1m
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMDIuNzA4ODE4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL25ld3MudmEuZ292Lzg1NDI4L2FhcnAtb3RoZXJzLW9mZmVyLWZyZWUtdGF4LXByZXAtaGVscC12ZXRlcmFucy1taWxpdGFyeS1m
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMDIuNzA4ODE4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvZGlzYWJpbGl0eS9kZXBlbmRlbmN5LWluZGVtbml0eS1jb21wZW5zYXRpb24vIn0.3l_WOFlP4w4xFCJDj6ow
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMDIuNzA4ODE4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvZGlzYWJpbGl0eS9kZXBlbmRlbmN5LWluZGVtbml0eS1jb21wZW5zYXRpb24vIn0.3l_WOFlP4w4xFCJDj6ow
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMDIuNzA4ODE4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvZmFtaWx5LW1lbWJlci1iZW5lZml0cy8ifQ.Knf5soNRZd96ghRi75xhjuw8Jey3rQeLBe-tDaXX8WY/s/120
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMDIuNzA4ODE4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvZmFtaWx5LW1lbWJlci1iZW5lZml0cy8ifQ.Knf5soNRZd96ghRi75xhjuw8Jey3rQeLBe-tDaXX8WY/s/120
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMDIuNzA4ODE4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvZmFtaWx5LW1lbWJlci1iZW5lZml0cy8ifQ.Knf5soNRZd96ghRi75xhjuw8Jey3rQeLBe-tDaXX8WY/s/120
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMDIuNzA4ODE4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvZGlzYWJpbGl0eS9ob3ctdG8tZmlsZS1jbGFpbS8ifQ.pvTgBgS4_4X0I_Dh6ZoFeT1Fw4VbZ-2DMBmWHxx31
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMDIuNzA4ODE4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvZGlzYWJpbGl0eS9ob3ctdG8tZmlsZS1jbGFpbS8ifQ.pvTgBgS4_4X0I_Dh6ZoFeT1Fw4VbZ-2DMBmWHxx31
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ramps, widening doorways, and more. Find out if 

you’re eligible for a disability housing grant 

and how to apply. 

============ 

Free Lifetime Access to National Parks 

     With the Interagency Military Lifetime Pass, 

Veterans and their families can enjoy free access 

to approximately 2,000 public locations spread out 

across more than 400 million acres of public 

lands. A pass can be obtained in person while 

visiting a participating site or online through the 

U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Online Store. 

Learn more about the pass and if you're 

eligible. 

<><><><><><><><><><> 

MOONSHINE MOUNTAIN 

2023 NC SUBVETS Burnsville Memorial 

Service  

May 19, 20, 21—Fri/Sat/Sun 

DINNER SAT MAY 20th 

Pre-Registration Form is attached to the last page 

of this newsletter 

Pre-Registration Cutoff Date 22 Apr 2023 

 

====================================== 

United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., 

Charleston Base Minutes of Business Meeting  

12 January 2023  

 

Opening Ceremonies:  

· The January 2023 Base Meeting was called to 

order by Base Commander Mike Ciesielko with a 

quorum of four officers and a total of 49 members. 

The meeting started at 1901 with the sound of the 

diving alarm.  

· The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Vice 

Commander Tom Lawson and recited by the 

members in attendance.  

· The Invocation and the Tolling of the Boats lost 

during the month of November was given by Base 

Chaplain Nick Nichols.  

· Submarines lost during the month of January: 

   o USS SCORPION (SS-278) January 5, 1944 –      

4th War Patrol Lost with all hands – 77 souls 

   o USS ARGONAUT (SS-166) January 10, 1943      

–3rd War Patrol Lost with all hands–102 souls  

   o USS SWORDFISH (SS-193) January 12,1945      

–13th War Patrol Lost with all hands –89 souls 

   o USS S-36 (SS-141) January 20, 1942 – 2nd      

War Patrol No loss of life  

   o USS S-26 (SS-131) January 24, 1942 – 2nd      

War Patrol Lost with 46 souls–3 men rescued  

Five Boats and 314 Men lost  

during the month of January 

 

Electronics Technician First Class, Submarines 

Jimmy L. Kimbrell, USN Retired Departed  

on Eternal Patrol on November 30, 2022  

 

Radioman Chief, Submarines Gordon A. Smith, 

USN Retired Departed on Eternal Patrol  

on December 13, 2022  

 

Lieutenant Commander, Submarines George W. 

Barnette III, USN Retired Departed  

on Eternal Patrol on December 13, 2022  

 

· The Creed of USSVI was read by Vice 

Commander Tom Lawson.  

 

· Base Commander Mike Ciesielko welcomed 

members and guests to the meeting. Introductions 

of New Attendees:  

 

· Three men were present at the Base meeting for 

the first time:  

     o Robert Ramsey – IC2 – Qualified on USS        

Narwhal SSN671  

     o Darrell Boggs – MM2 – Qualified on USS         

Narwhal SSN671  

     o Frank Vincent – MT1 – Qualified on USS         

Von Steuben SSBN632 – 1962 – Served  2nd 

tour aboard later  

 

Old Business:  

 

· Distinguished Submariner Award – Base 

Commander Mike Ciesielko  

     o DSA sheets were placed on each table for         

Base Members to nominate shipmates for this 

award. Please fill out these sheets and provide to 

the Base Secretary.  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMDIuNzA4ODE4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvaG91c2luZy1hc3Npc3RhbmNlL2Rpc2FiaWxpdHktaG91c2luZy1ncmFudHMvIn0.lKPvE4hO_QE9zIxR6rUF
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMDIuNzA4ODE4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvaG91c2luZy1hc3Npc3RhbmNlL2Rpc2FiaWxpdHktaG91c2luZy1ncmFudHMvIn0.lKPvE4hO_QE9zIxR6rUF
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMDIuNzA4ODE4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvaG91c2luZy1hc3Npc3RhbmNlL2Rpc2FiaWxpdHktaG91c2luZy1ncmFudHMvIn0.lKPvE4hO_QE9zIxR6rUF
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMDIuNzA4ODE4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL25ld3MudmEuZ292LzExMDc1MS9mcmVlLWxpZmV0aW1lLXBhc3MtdG8tbmF0aW9uYWwtcGFya3MvIn0.wX0KR7T9tN6U84AHR5_4
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMDIuNzA4ODE4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL25ld3MudmEuZ292LzExMDc1MS9mcmVlLWxpZmV0aW1lLXBhc3MtdG8tbmF0aW9uYWwtcGFya3MvIn0.wX0KR7T9tN6U84AHR5_4
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New Business:  

 

· Submarine Museum – Dave Harvey  

     o Dave Harvey presented a proposal that has        

been sent to North Charleston Mayor Summey, 

TV Channel 5, Post & Courier, American 

Submariner, and others.  

     o They are waiting on a response from USSVI          

National, but the proposal is to build a facility on 

the Old Naval Base to include:  

          § Museum – initial items supplied by The             

After Battery  

          § Restaurant – a “for profit” location  

     o Dave outlined the expected profits and         

dispersal. The details are in the letter, of  which 

Dave had copies for those interested in more 

information.  

     o The submarine museum proposal will not         

cost Charleston Base a single dollar.  

     o Nick will post the proposal on the Base        

website.  

     o For those who were at the BOD Meeting last        

week, Dave had provided the preliminary letter for 

review. It has since been revised. 

· Please take a copy of the final letter that he  

provided tonight.  

 

Secretary – Gordon Long:  

· The Minutes from the November Base Meeting 

and the Christmas Party have been emailed 

directly to the Base membership, published in the 

Base Newsletter and have been promulgated on 

the Base Website. There were no changes. The 

Base Meeting Minutes were approved as 

presented.  

 

Treasurer – Ricky Collins:  

· The Treasurer’s Reports for November and 

December were published and promulgated on 

the website. There were no revisions. The reports 

were approved as presented.  

 

Chaplain – Nick Nichols:  

· Highlighted boat of the month:  

     o USS SWORDFISH SS-193 was lost on 

January 12, 1945 with the loss of 89 officers and 

men somewhere near Okinawa on her 13th war 

patrol. After repeated attempts to contact 

Swordfish by radio had failed, she was reported 

as lost; the victim of unknown causes but best 

guess is a mine.  

· There are several shipmates and family 

members who have given me information which 

they wish to be kept confidential at this time.  

· At the Christmas party we tolled the bell for 21 of 

our shipmates. Their names are in the Christmas 

Party Base minutes posted on the website. The 

following three departed after the November 

meeting.  

· ET1(SS) Jimmy L. Kimbrell, USN Ret., 84, 

departed on Eternal Patrol on Nov. 30, 2022 at his 

home in James Island. Jimmy joined the Navy in 

1957 and retired in 1976. He was a member of 

USSVI & Charleston Base [2011], a member of 

the Holland Club, a member of FRA Branch 269, 

a member of VFW Post 3142 and a member of 

American Legion Post 112. Jimmy qualified on 

USS TIRANTE SS-520 in 1959. He also served 

on USS EARL B. HALL APD 107, USS ODAX SS-

484, USS ETHAN ALLEN SSBN608, USS 

WOODROW WILSON SSBN-624, USS SIMON 

BOLIVAR SSBN-641 and FBMSTC 

CHARLESTON SC twice. There was no service 

and no obituary. Ray Kimbrell, Jimmy's son, 

emailed saying they plan on having his ashes 

sent to sea per his wishes as he so loved his 

fellow sailors and his sea service.  

· RMC(SS) Gordon A. Smith, USN Ret., 78, 

departed on Eternal Patrol at his home in 

Cottageville on December 13, 2022. Gordon 

joined the Navy in 1963 and retired in 1983. He 

was a Life Member of USSVI & Charleston Base 

[2010], a member of the Holland Club, and a 

member of FRA Branch 269. Gordon qualified on 

USS LEWIS and CLARK SSBN644 in 1967. He 

also served on GRAYLING SSN646 and L. 

MENDEL RIVERS SSN686. In accordance with 

his wishes there was not a funeral or memorial 

service.  

· LCDR(SS) George William Barnette III, USN 

Ret., 87, departed on Eternal Patrol at his home 

on December 13, 2022. George joined the Navy 
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in 1953 and retired in 1978 after a 25-year career. 

He was a Life Member of USSVI & Charleston 

Base [1999] and a member of the Holland Club. 

He qualified on USS CHIVO SS-341 in 1962. He 

also served on SARDA SS-488, STERLET SS-

392 and TUNNEY SS/SSG/APSS/LPSS-282 as 

Executive Officer. His funeral service was held in 

the Summerall Chapel at the Citadel on Thursday, 

Jan 5th. Charleston Base SUBVETS did not 

participate. Condolences on behalf of Charleston 

Base was placed on the funeral home website.  

· Ruth Petersen, Don’s wife, passed away on 31 

Dec. Arrangements are being made. Don says 

many members will know her as the bartender at 

the Chiefs Club on the base. Memorial services 

are being planned.  

· Don Petersen is not doing well. He can’t take 

phone calls however he does text. If you want to 

text him the number for text only is 843.532.6464.  

· Dawn Ciesielko’s mother passed away in mid-

November last year.  

· Fred & Sandra Woodley were both fighting the 

flu the week before Christmas. Fred’s nephew 

passed away in mid-November and also Sandra’s 

cousin passed away in mid-November.  

· Mike Ciesielko had COVID again. He was 

feeling terrible on Christmas Day and on 

Wednesday he was diagnosed with covid. He is 

better and cleared to be out.  

· Rick Wise [gave his own report]: thought he 

would be undergoing chemo for bone cancer in 

the break of his right arm. He has since received 

word he will be receiving an immunotherapy 

treatment. The type of cancer he has will respond 

better to that treatment. He is scheduled for his 

first treatment on Friday January 20th at 1245. Ed 

Stank will be taking him to that one. He has his 

second infusion on Thursday February 9th at 

0815. If you can help with transportation for that 

one, please contact either him or me. Several 

shipmates have volunteered to take turns 

transporting him to Hollings Cancer Center 

whenever he needs their help.  

· Rodney McKanna [gave his own report]: had 

his right knee MRSA infection cleared in 

November. He has healed well.  

· J.J. Fortier had a complicated back surgery in 

min-November.  

· Chris LaForce fell at work on October 17th and 

was taken by EMS to MUSC. He was there for 8 

days and on the October 25th went to rehab on 

John’s Island. He was there a month and went 

home on November 30th. He is doing a better but 

still on rehab.  

· Thom Beach was home over the holidays and is 

now at the VICTORY HOUSE in Walterboro. His 

phone number is 843.809.9417.  

· Gene Weir is still fighting his cancer.  

· Don Londergan is still in Cypress Place on 

Midland Pkwy in room 136.  

· Complete/update your page 2 if you have not 

done so.  

 

Webmaster – Nick Nichols  

· Website is constantly updated.  

· Activity pictures links on the home page have 

been updated with all 2021 and 2022 pictures. All 

pictures 2020 and before have been archived but 

can be requested from the webmaster if needed.  

· Make use of the EVENTS page on the 

Charleston Base website. All events that are put 

out to the membership via email will be listed and 

updated on the events page. Contact the 

webmaster with any updates to this page.  

· Pictures will now be on the USSVI National 

website. Please take a look at your profile on the 

National site and update it if needed. Many have 

missing info. Also National has requested updated 

photos so all at the meeting tonight are requested 

to have picture taken.  

· With the new year comes a large influx of scam 

and phishing email. Be alert. If you aren’t 

expecting the email then don’t follow any links/

open any attachments. If you think it might be 

valid use your browser and go to the company 

website. Check the website for a link to an article 

on phishing.  

· The new website is now online. The site is 

www.ussvi.org. Everyone should have received 

an email telling them how to reset their password 

so they can login. If you have an issue let me 

know.  
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     o The National Commander sent all USSVI 

members with an email notice on how to log in on 

the new USSVI website at http://www.USSVI.org 

The login is the email address you have listed with 

the USSVI, the password that you use is a lengthy 

one (at least 10 characters) but is a very important 

security feature of our website. After you do log in, 

send your Base Commander an email that you 

have.  

 

Social Media – Lewis Leal:  

· Lou noted that the new National USSVI website 

does not, at this time, list the Lost Boats.  

· Lou emphasized Nick’s point about being alert to 

protect yourself from scammers on the internet. 

He will look for some additional information on this 

topic that can be sent to the Base members.  

 

Kaps for Kids – Mike Emerson  

· Not present.  

 

Membership – Larry Knutson  

· We currently have 261 Charleston Base 

Members. About 30 members are Dink and will be 

dropped by National within the next week or so 

unless dues are paid. See Larry after the meeting 

or you can send dues payment via mail to Larry.  

· Congratulations to Base Commander Mike 

Ciesielko, who upgraded his status to Life 

Member for both National and Base membership.  

· Base standings: 1) Groton 1229 - 2) Hampton 

Roads 278 - 3) Charleston 261 – 4) Bremerton 

250 - 5) Requin 192  

 

National Awards – Mike Knaub  

· Not Present  

 

VA – Tom Lawson  

· Nothing to report.  

 

Scholarship – Carl Chinn  

· The raffle for the 14 carat gold Dolphin ring will 

be held tonight. The winner also receives $50 for 

resizing, if necessary.  

· Information about two pieces of artwork, from 

which the Scholarship committee wants to raise 

funds, had been emailed by COB. One is an oil 

painting about a WWII submarine battle. The 

committee has already received a $150 offer for 

this item.  

· The Rummage Sale netted just over $1,100 last 

November.  

· The balance in the Scholarship Fund is currently 

$10,111.  

· We received a donation from the L. Mendel 

Rivers Association for $150.  

· We also received a $1000 check from John 

Lookabill this evening.  

 

Special Events – Rick Sparger  

· Rick was unable to attend the Christmas party, 

but heard that we had about 65 present and that it 

was pretty good.  

· When we pulled the float in the Goose Creek 

parade, one of the posts came off. It was rusted, 

so we shall replace all four of them. We will also 

be getting a new cover for the float.  

· We had to cancel participation in the Harleyville 

parade this year.  

· Also, regarding the float, as notified by Charlie 

Hudson, repacking of the wheel bearings should 

not be necessary for about 10 years.  

 

Fleet Reserve Association – Ken Hutchison  

· Nothing to report  

 

HUNLEY Ceremony – COB  

· COB inquired about the Hunley Ceremony for 

this year. We will contact Harry Nettles for more 

information.  

 

Recreation – Johnny Brown  

· We will be attending the Stingrays Hockey game 

on January 14. It is Military Appreciation Night. 

Wear vests and hats. They will announce the 

Charleston Base SubVets.  

· Look at the Base website. There is a Recreation 

committee link where upcoming plans will be 

posted. If you have recreation ideas for the Base, 

please contact Johnny.  
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Nuclear Power School – Rick Wise  

· COB noted that we need to look for someone to 

take Rick Wise’s place making the Legacy Award 

presentations at NPS graduations.  

· The next NPS graduation is January 20. Rick 

Wise will prepare the award for someone to 

pickup.  

 

PAO/Newsletter – Ed Stank  

· Ed is POC for Charleston Base and the PAO.  

· He intends to retain the job of PAO.  

· He will do the January Charleston Base 

Newsletter, but wants a replacement after this 

month.  

· Ed stated that he would like Charleston Base (All 

261 members) host the Southeast Regional 

USSVI Convention. The Tarheel Base is one-third 

our size and is hosting an event. Charleston, SC 

is the #1 tourist location in the entire USA.  

· Ken Hutchison noted that the Fleet Reserve 

Association is hosting a Southeast Region 

convention next year.  

· Several members stated that Charleston Base 

had done this before, but no one could factually 

pin a date.  

 

Storekeeper – Woody Woodsmall  

· Woody reminded us about the 2023 Submarine 

Calendars. The theme is “Perils in the Deep” and 

are $10 each.  

· Woody stated that the embroiderer for the vests 

is Oakbrook Custom Embroidery on Bacons 

Bridge Rd. Members can take shirts, jerseys etc. 

They will give you a decent price on the work.  

· Ken Hutchison noted that Ann Summer makes 

the vests.  

 

COB – Rick Sparger  

· Based on information that he has received, COB 

reported that we need a volunteer to take the job 

as National Awards Coordinator.  

· Prior to COVID, we used to visit the children at 

the hospitals in Florence and Greenville. Rick is 

going to check on current policies in hopes that 

we can resume these trips.  

 

Vice Commander – Tom Lawson  

· Nothing to Report  

 

Election Coordinator – Ken Hutchison  

· Elections for Base Commander and Treasurer 

will be held at the May Base Meeting. Please 

consider one of these positions.  

 

Base Commander – Mike Ciesielko  

· Mike has started calling all Base members. So 

far, he has called over 100 members asking some 

questions such as:  

     o Do you know about the Base video upload?  

     o Do you watch it? o If the Base has problems, 

let me know how we can fix them.  

· The reason that Mike had everyone walk up front 

is due to the responses from these questions. 

Most say that they can’t see everyone. Most also 

want to attend the meeting, but for various 

reasons, have not been able.  

 

Good of the Order  

 

Nuclear Historian – Rick Carlson  

· Not present.  

 

After Battery – Steve (Buddha) Nelms  

· Steve said that those at The After Battery would 

like everyone to come visit.  

· Steve gave kudos to Dave Harvey for the North 

Charleston submarine museum proposal. He 

believes that this is the best idea for all of the stuff 

which had donated to The After Battery. Steve 

stated that he did not know about this 

presentation until two days prior to the BOD 

meeting last week.  

· There was a discussion for several minutes 

about past disagreements between After Battery 

and some Charleston Base members. Base 

Commander Mike Ciesielko ordered that this 

unpleasant conversation needed to be settled 

outside of the Base meeting.  

 

BOD Meeting – Dave Harvey  

· Dave addressed the bad reception that he 

experienced at the BOD Meeting last week when 
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presenting the Submarine Museum proposal.  

 

Gun Club – Mike Ciesielko  

· Did you get a new gun for Christmas and have 

not yet fired it? We will have a Gun Shoot on 

Saturday. Meet at the FRA for a 0830 (sharp) 

departure for Twin Ponds Range.  

· Bring your own firearms, ammo and targets. Be 

sure to bring your hearing and eye protection.  

· There are usually folks there who allow others to 

shoot their rifles. It is a lot like a family trip.  

· They have a bunch of spots at both the pistol 

and rifle ranges. As long as we get there early 

enough, we don’t have to wait.  

 

Non-Nuclear Historian – Harry Nettles  

· Not present.  

 

Drawings & Auctions  

· Dolphin Ring – Gerry Starr  

· FRA Drawing – Rodney McKanna  

· Depth Charge Drawing – Ricky Collins  

 

Closing Ceremony  

· Chaplain Nick Nichols led the group in a prayer 

of Benediction.  

· Base Commander Mike Ciesielko announced 

adjournment of the meeting.  

· Vice Commander Tom Lawson sounded three 

blasts of the diving alarm.  

· Meeting closed at 2017. 

====================================== 
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MOONSHINE MOUNTAIN 

2023 NC SUBVETS BURNSVILLE MEMORIAL SERVICE 

FRI 19TH - SAT 20th - SUN 21st 
 May 2023 

DINNER SAT MAY 20th 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

Pre-Registration Form – Cutoff Date 22 Apr 2023 

Last Name   _____________________  First _____________________CHK____BEEF_____TROUT_____ 

Guest_____________________________________ CHK____BEEF_____TROUT_____ 

Address______________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip ________________________________________ ___________________  _____  

PHONE: _________________BASE: ______________________Email: _____________________________ 

Emergency Contact __________________________ PHONE______________________________________ 

 

Check with the hotel for pricing if you want to eat breakfast and 

dinner and not staying at the hotel. 
                                            COUNT              TOTAL 

Pre-Registration      Per Person $25              ________     $______ 

Saturday Banquet INCLUDED IN ROOM RATE   

Breakfast and dinner is included if staying in the hotel 

Saturday Banquet Pays $25 if not rooming at Hotel Per Person ______    $______ 

CHECK #_______________        Grand Total                          $______ 
 

 
MAKE AND KEEP A COPY OF THIS FORM FOR YOUR  

RECORDS 
 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO Carolina Piedmont BASE USSVI 

 

Mail Check To: 

Rick Petitt 

1380 Lloyd Place NW 

Concord,NC 28027 

704-562-0089 

 

FILL IN HIGHLIGHTED BLOCKS 

ARMED FORCES DAY NEXT YEAR IS MAY 18TH, 2024 


