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THE DIRECTION OF YOUR THOUGHTS

members from a depth charge attack by a minesweeper near
Bataan while on her 6th war patrol. Harder had won a Presidential Unit Citation for her first 5 war patrols and CDR
Dealey was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor
posthumously. Harder is tied for 9th in the number of enemy
ships sunk.

My cup runs over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord Forever. Psalm 23:5-6 (NKJV)
God has given you free will, including the ability to influence the
direction and the tone of your thoughts. And, here‘s how God
wants you to direct those thoughts: ―Finally brothers, whatever is
true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable – if there is any
moral excellence and if there is any praise – dwell on these
things‖ (Philippians 4:8 HCSB)



MMCS(SS) Robert 'Bob' Hubert departed on Eternal Patrol in Mt. Pleasant on July 18th. His funeral was held on July 24th
with several of the base members attending.



FTCS(SS) Tom McDevitt departed on Eternal Patrol in
The quality of your attitude will help determine the quality of
Walterboro on July 11th. He was a resident of Victory House and
your life, so you must guard your thoughts accordingly. So, the
was not a member of USSVI. Tom was a COB on SIMON BOLInext time you find yourself dwelling upon the negative aspects of VAR and a shipmate of Jimmy Kimbrell.
your life, refocus your attention on things positive. The next time
you‘re tempted to waste valuable time gossiping or complaining,  RADM Stanley Bump departed on Eternal Patrol in Washresist those temptations with all your might. And remember:
ington state on August 12th. He was CO of Francis Scott Key
You‘ll never whine your way to the top … so don‘t waste your
Blue in the early 70‘s, Commander SUBGRUSIX 85-87 and then
breath.
Commander Charleston Naval Base 89-91. He was not a member
--A Prayer for Today-of USSVI.
Lord, I pray for an attitude that is positive. Whatever my circumstances, whether good or bad, great or tragic, let my response
reflect a God-honoring attitude or optimism, faith, and love for
You. Amen



TMCM(SS) Johnny William 'Lucky' Logan departed on
Eternal Patrol in MD on July 28th. Lucky was the last CMC of
Group SIX when it was decommissioned. He was not a member
of USSVI.



August 14, 1945 - VJ Day – Victory in the Pacific – 70 years

Delores Pease, Ray‘s wife, passed away on July 18th. Her
funeral service was held on July 22nd.

ago tomorrow
August 12, 2000 - Soviet Submarine KURSK sank in
Barents Sea – loss of all hands – 15 years ago

Belinda Sparger, Rick‘s niece, passed away on July 22nd.
There were 17 SUBVETS & wives who attended the
service. Effective immediately, if your wife or significant other attends a funeral/memorial service with you
then they can sit with you if they desire to.

Senior Chief Machinist Mate, Submarines, Robert Dale Hubert,
United States Navy Retired

Roy Frank Bognar, Randy‘s father, passed away on August
8th in Illinois. There will be a Memorial Service on Saturday, August 22nd at 1400 at Riverbluff Baptist Church
in N. Charleston.

Shipmate Departed on Eternal Patrol – July
18th, 2015

Elaine Power lost her balance and fell on July 26th. Injuries
were broken ribs, shattered elbow and a punctured and
bleeding lung. She is now in rehab at the NHC Rehab
Center off Magwood. She is in good spirits and is getting her strength back.

August Report:
Highlighted boat of the month:
Harder was lost on August 24, 1944 with the loss of 79 crew2

Jerry Farr was in Trident and had a pacemaker inserted. He
is here tonight and doing very well.
Bill Jennings was taken to the hospital on July 25th. After
several days in the ICU receiving antibiotics and then
having his diseased gall bladder removed, he is now
home recovering.
Ed Simokat is home after a stay in the hospital suffering
from an infected arm where he was scratched by a cat. It
was a very serious infection. He is off the antibiotics and
doing well.



Tom Lufkin had surgery on his hand on July 22nd. It went
well and he is now recovering.
August Meeting Photos



Clemon 'CC' Cager is back home after a stay in MUSC Ashley Tower. His ankle became infected and had to be cleaned and
the plate and screws removed. He will be having more surgery in
the near future.



Steve Everett has been diagnosed with breast cancer.
Ray Bryant has many health issues that he is dealing with.
He was here earlier but had to go home.

SCP (Shipmate Contact Program) is still going well. Please
checkup on your shipmates and let them know you care
about their wellbeing. I‘m asking you to:
Use the Sailing List and contact at least 4 shipmates during
this coming month (1 per week).

USSVICB Officesrs: L-R Vice Commander Rick Sparger; Commander Rick Wise; Secretary Mike Ciesielko ; Treasurer

Contact can be by email but phone is preferred

Mike Welch

Contact someone outside your table of friends; someone you
don‘t see at the meeting.
Make no reports unless you feel there‘s something I need to
know about.
Several follow-ups were made on those who‘ve had surgery or
illnesses in the last couple of months along with the base sending
additional cards. If you know of shipmates or spouses from other
bases who are having a difficult time, had surgery, etc. and would
like for USSVI Charleston Base to send them a card please send
their name and address to the Chaplain via email or phone call.

WEBMASTER:



Future Submariner, Donovan Gordon Presentation by
Cdr. Rick Wise, while Great-grandfather. Mike
Emerson looks on.

Updated constantly



Be careful of installing Windows 10. It is a total wipe of the
hard drive and although there is a way to ‗go back‘ to what you
had, you will lose somethings.

September Schedule of Events

Thurs 3 Sep 1800. Board meeting at FRA.
Thurs 3 Sep 1830, Flag Detail training at FRA,(We need qualiEffective immediately we will begin putting advertisements
fied Flag Detail members)
on the web similar to what we were doing in the newslet- Monday, 7 Sep. Chow goes down at 1200. It‘s free to members
ter in the past. These will be mainly SUBVET or veteran and their guests.
related businesses. If interested please contact me at my Thurs 10 Sep 0600. CPO Selectee breakfast at Cracker Barrel
webmaster email address which is listed on our website. Summerville
Cost is $25.00 for 12 months
Thurs 10 Sep 1900. Subvet meeting at FRA,(Undy 500 bring a
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what Congress can accomplish when lawmakers put partisanship aside and address the country‘s needs.‖ Buchanan‘s
Southwest Florida district includes more than 70,000 veterans, many of whom are age 65 or older. The bill allows the
VA to charge the veteran a fee to cover the cost of the program.

package of skiv‘s)
Sat 12 Sep 1100. See-Saw Days Parade Harleyville, (line up
0930,position to be determined)
Tues 15 Sep 1000. Victory House Visit,(meet at VFW Ladson)

In related news, Social Security numbers, family information, health records and even fingerprints of 21.5 million
federal employees—including potentially millions of military
personnel—were included a massive data theft last month
from the Office of Personnel Management (OPM), officials
acknowledged. The Department of Defense (DoD) confirmed
that records of current and former service members dating
back to at least 2000 were breached.

Sat 19 Sep 1200. RINK Hog Roast, at the Elks Club on Sam
Rittenberg Blvd(all active/retired military invited)

FRA News
Military Suicides Reduced in First Quarter of 2015
Suicides among active duty troops dropped in the first quarter
of calendar year 2015 compared to the same time in both
2013 and 2014, according to information released by the Department of Defense (DoD) last week. 57 active duty service
members (30 soldiers, 14 airmen, 10 sailors and three Marines) died by suicide, a 22 percent decline from the first
quarter of 2014 and a 7 percent drop from 2013‘s first quarter. But while the Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps all saw
lower death tolls, the Army saw an increase of 11 percent
over the same time period. The Association welcomes the
recent reduction in active duty suicides and appreciates the
inclusion in the FY 2015 NDAA of an additional $18.8 million targeted for special operations units that have experienced an increase in suicides over the past year.

New, Stricter Military Lender Rules Coming Soon
The Department of Defense (DoD) and the Consumer Finance Protection Bureau (CFPB) are working together to
develop stricter rules meant to rein in abusive predatory lending to military service members and their families. The authority to implement such a regulation stems from the FRAsupported Military Lending Act (MLA), which was a component of the FY 2007 National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA). CFPB Director Richard Cordray, testifying before
the Senate Banking Committee, said ―Service members will
have new important protections that they probably should
have had several years ago….Rules established in the past
have proved too soft. Lenders are able to ―swim around‖
them, which is why we were directed to come up with a
broader set of protections. FRA supports more robust MLA
protections. The Association works to ensure that the MLA
and the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (SCRA) is enforced
by regulatory agencies, including the CFPB, Office of Military Affairs and the DoD.

FRA supported the ―Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention for American Veterans Act,‖ which was introduced January 7, 2015
(H.R. 203/S. 167-P.L.114-2). The measure was sponsored by
Rep. Tim Walz (Minn.) and Sen. John McCain (Ariz.) respectively and had bipartisan support. It was signed into law (P. L.
114-2) February 12, 2015 and requires the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) and the DoD to allow for an annual
independent third party evaluation of their mental health care
and suicide prevention programs. Service members or military family members experiencing a mental health crisis can
get help by calling the Veterans Crisis Line at 800-273-8255
and pressing 1.

FRA Calls for White House to Honor Fallen Marines,
Sailor
Many FRA shipmates shared their frustration about the delay
in lowering flags at federal facilities following the deaths of
four Marines and one sailor killed in Chattanooga, Tenn. In
response, FRA issued a ―Making Waves‖ alert asking members to use the FRA Action Center to request the president
issue a proclamation to lower the flags at U.S. government
facilities to honor these fallen sea service comrades. The Association thanks those who responded to the alert, which was
removed from our website when the president issued the
proclamation five days after the shooting.

Veterans ID Card Bill to Help Reduce Identity Thief
Sent to President
The House approved a Senate amendment to the ―Veterans
Identification Card Act‖ (H.R. 91) and sent the bill to the
president to be signed into law. The intent of the bill is to
minimize the threat of identity theft and make it easier for
veterans to prove their military service. Under current law,
some veterans who did not serve for at least 20 years or receive VA health services must carry paper documents (DD
214) to prove their veteran status. These forms, used by many
veterans, contain Social Security numbers and other details
that could put veterans at risk of identity theft. The bill's
sponsor, Rep. Vern Buchanan, (Fla.), called it ―an example of

FRA‘s service flags at the National Headquarters have been
draped and the United States flag outside of the headquarters
has been placed at half-staff in honor of the Chattanooga
shooting victims. This practice will continue for 30 days,
from July 20 through August 20, 2015.
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DINNER DANCE

Come to the FLEET
Saturday the 22nd of August
6:00 PM till 11:30 PM Dinner and
a Dance.
Featuring VINYL DAZE for your
Dancing Pleasure. Dinner will be
prime rib. Tickets on sale now for
$20.00 at the bar.
The goal is for the submarines eventually to go eight years
between lengthy and expensive major overhaul periods, up from six
years currently.

USWN Arts. For Sep 2015
With New Paint and Grease, Navy Tries To Lengthen
Subs' Life Michael Melia, Associated Press, Aug 3

The USS Virginia was commissioned in 2004, and 12
others in its class are already in service. The country is now building two a year to replace the aging Los Angeles-class attack subs.
The nuclear-powered Virginia-class subs, which typically deploy
for six months at a time, are capable of conducting surveillance in
A new painting process that helps keep marine life from
shallow waters and firing missiles among other missions and are
fouling the hulls is among dozens of innovations aimed at reducing expected to have service lives of about 33 years.
the maintenance needs for attack submarines, which are coming out
of service faster than they can be replaced.
While the submarine force says the demand on its 53 attack subs already exceeds their availability, the number in the fleet
"They're not very glamorous but they're huge in terms of
is projected to continue a post-Cold War decline and bottom out
payback to the fleet," said Navy Capt. Mike Stevens, a manager for with 41 in 2029 before it begins rising again due to ramped-up conthe Virginia-class submarine program at Naval Sea Systems Com- struction, according to the Navy's shipbuilding plan.
mand.
The design changes are intended to reduce costs and inThe changes were developed by private and government
crease the number of combat deployments.
shipyards in response to a request from the Navy, which wants to
squeeze more service life out of each vessel. In addition to the
"We want them to spend as much time at sea as possible,"
paint, updates include water-resistant grease for hatches, a special
Stevens said.
coating on the metal rods that extend the bow planes to minimize
deposits, and redesigned water-lubricated bearings to improve supIn Quonset Point, Rhode Island, where the submarines are
port of the propeller shaft.
painted, the Navy has invested in facilities to apply anti-fouling
GROTON – As it tries to get the most out of each of its $2.6 billion attack submarines, the U.S. Navy is finding a lot depends on
the right paint job.
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paint more rigorously during construction. During overhauls, the
Navy also has adopted powder-coat, high-gloss paint applications
that hold up better under water and require less maintenance, Stevens
said.

That means we need the best, the deadliest and as
many as we can get for our money. Stuff who builds them, as
long as they‘re on our side.
True, I have no idea whether the ASC can cut costs
to match the price and performance of the submarines offered
by Japan, a world leader.

At Electric Boat, the Groton-based submarine builder,
workers tasked with finding ways to reduce maintenance needs came
back with 800 ideas. Those were whittled down to 128 ideas that
were recommended to the Navy, said Ken Blomstedt, the company's
Virginia-class program manager.

But I suspect the Government isn‘t considering Japanese subs because it hates Australian workers.

Nearly all of those changes have been incorporated into the
design of submarines that are now in the beginning stages of construction, Blomstedt said. One challenge, he said, was ensuring that
the submarine's sophisticated capabilities were not compromised.

I also suspect then defence minister David Johnston
was not off his chump when, exasperated with the ASC, he
snapped ―I wouldn‘t trust them to build a canoe‖ — even if
that outburst helped get him sacked.

"That tenet of maintaining combat capability was first and
foremost," he said.

But go back to my hypothetical Australian sailors,
sitting in submarines they know can‘t save us or even themselves.

Inferior Submarines Will Make Us Sitting Ducks
(Australia) Andrew Bolt, Herald Sun, Aug 5

So why would they have only three subs, when this
Government promised to spend a massive $49 billion for
between six and 12?

PUT the hottest question in national defence this way:
would you buy an Australian television or a Japanese one?
Then why must the Abbott Government buy Australian
submarines, not Japanese?

Well, check the history of the ASC‘s Collins-class
submarines, which tells us that local submarines are likely to
cost more and be out of action longer.

What is this mad campaign — fanned by Labor and the
unions — that‘s buckling even the will of the Government, which
this week ordered nine frigates from Adelaide‘s Australian Submarine Corporation?

Here is the central finding of a 1999 report commissioned by the Howard government: ―The essential and the
visible problem with the Collins-class submarines is that they
cannot perform at the levels required for military operations.
―The underlying cause is a myriad design deficiencies and consequential operational limitations relating to the
platform and combat system.‖

Or put the issue another way.
Say it‘s 2030. Say we‘re in some conflict with China and
send dozens of our sailors in our three new submarines to protect our
vital sea routes, so we don‘t run out of things like petrol.

Incredible. To save jobs in Adelaide we built submarines there that for years were simply not fit to defend us
in war —— which is their whole point.

There our sailors sit — half a kilometre under the ocean, as
deep as they dare in a submarine running too noisily and running out
of range, and facing what‘s even today the world‘s biggest submarine fleet.

As the report admitted: ―We have considered carefully whether the submarines could be ‗sent into danger‘ ... In
our view, the circumstances would have to be extremely serious indeed to risk the submarines in their present state.‖

They know that somewhere out there, perhaps even 200
metres below them, are updated versions of what China has now, the
so-called ―aircraft carrier killer‖ Type-093G, whispering on nuclear
engines, able to stay down longer, and capable of firing supersonic
anti-ship missiles vertically.

And why did we build submarines that were duds
until they were fixed and upgraded years later at huge expense?
It‘s partly because we just don‘t have the experience
of building these things: ―To some extent it is inevitable in a
new class of equipment as complex as a submarine that there
will be design deficiencies ...

Outnumbered, outgunned and outperformed, our submariners are sitting ducks.
But with a brave smile the captain says: ―Well, at least our
subs were built in Adelaide.‖

―That said, we have been astonished at how many
there still are some six years after the first boat was launched,
the range and extent of them, the seriousness of some of
them, the areas in which they have occurred, and how slowly
they are being remedied.‖

Yeah, right. So can we start to treat our national defence
seriously?
We invest in submarines not to protect jobs but our lives.
They are not meant to create work for the beggar state of South Australia but havoc for our enemies.
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Blame the government-owned and heavily unionised
ASC for some of that. As Lloyds Register concluded: ―There
appears to be an underlying atmosphere of confrontation and
contempt for their customer‘s wishes ... ‖ Sure, that was 16
years ago, and perhaps the ASC has reformed. Maybe that‘s
why the Government, facing the loss of key South Australian
seats, this week gave the Adelaide-based builder the $20 billion contract to build more frigates. Yet the ASC is still building us three Air Warfare Destroyers in a project now two
years late and $1 billion over budget, with leaked defence
documents complaining of ―numerous defects‖ — such ―large
volumes‖ that one ship needed ―significant rework‖ But at
least they were built in Adelaide, right? Such a comfort to
sailors in battle.

What will make the new vessels particularly dangerous for the People‘s Republic of China is that they will purportedly be equipped with land-attack cruise missiles.
―Vietnam is in the process of acquiring 50 anti-ship
and land attack 3M-14E Klub supersonic cruise missiles for
its burgeoning fleet of SSK Kilo-class diesel-electric submarines,‖ I noted back in April.
I also stated that ―[w]hile it is unknown whether the
anti-ship variant of the weapon sold to Vietnam is the 3M54E Klub-S (range 220km) or 3M-54E1 (range 300km)—
both of which can be launched from submarines—the landattack variant is almost certainly the 3M-14E (range 300km),
capable of carrying a 450kg warhead.‖

Vietnam Commissions Two New Subs Capable of
Attacking China Franz-Stefan Gady, The Diplomat, Aug

The Chinese naval base at Sanya on China‘s Hainan
Island and military facilities that Beijing is building in the
South China Sea could be potential targets for the newly acquired subs and their deadly missiles.
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On August 1, the Vietnamese Navy commissioned
two new Russian-made Kilo-class diesel-electric submarines,
according to Thanh Nien News.

Unauthorized Repairs Found On Navy's Three
Newest Subs Brad Lendon, CNN, Aug 6

The 184-Hai Phong and 185-Khanh Hoa were both
commissioned during a ceremony held at Cam Ranh Naval in
Khanh Hoa province, south of Hanoi.

Less than a week after the U.S. Navy welcomed its
newest submarine to the fleet, the USS John Warner and two
sister fast-attack subs are facing operating restrictions after a
contractor was found to have made unauthorized repairs to
parts on the nuclear subs.

The commander of the Vietnam People‘s Navy, Rear
Admiral Hoai Nam noted that this constituted ―a major step
of modernizing the Navy, and the People‘s Army of Vietnam
in general.‖
He also emphasized that the acquisition of the two
new vessels should not trigger a new arms race in the region
or deter other countries but merely protect Vietnam‘s sovereignty and help safeguard peace in the region.

"As part of an ongoing investigation into a quality
control issue with a supplier, General Dynamics Electric
Boat determined that three steam pipe elbows supplied by the
vendor in question required additional testing and repair due
to unauthorized and undocumented weld repairs having been
performed on these elbows," a Navy statement said.

The two new vessels will join the Submarine Brigade 189, which is already home to the Vietnam People‘s
Navy‘s first two Kilo-class SSKs—the 182-Hanoi and 183Ho Chi Minh. Vietnam is expected to field a fleet of six Kiloclass SSKs total.

The elbows help take steam from the subs' nuclear
reactor plants to their propulsion systems, Defense News
reported Wednesday. It quoted a senior Navy official as saying the concern was "long-term wear-and-tear" on the affected parts.

Hanoi and Moscow signed a $2.6 billion contract for
the modernization of Vietnam‘s submarine fleet back in 2009
with the last two vessels to be delivered by 2016. The website
naval-technology.com notes about the Type 636 Kilo-class:

Besides the John Warner (SSN-785), the affected
vessels are its predecessors in the Virginia class of subs, the
USS North Dakota (SSN-784) and USS Minnesota (SSN783).

Type 636 is designed for anti-submarine warfare
(ASW) and anti-surface-ship warfare (ASuW) and also for
general reconnaissance and patrol missions. The Type 636
submarine is considered to be to be one of the quietest diesel
submarines in the world. It is said to be capable of detecting
an enemy submarine at a range three to four times greater
than it can be detected itself.

General Dynamics and the other builder of the Virginia-class subs, Huntington Ingalls Industries -- Newport
News Shipbuilding, were making additional checks on the
problem, the Navy said. The unauthorized work was done by
a subcontractor to the shipbuilding giants.
Just last Saturday, the Navy commissioned the John
Warner in a ceremony at Naval Station Norfolk in Virginia.
Top officials and officers touted the new $2 billion submarine's high-tech war-fighting capabilities.

As I noted before (See: ―Vietnam Buys Deadly New
Missiles Capable of Hitting China‖), once the last vessel is
commissioned, Vietnam will have the most modern submarine force in all of Southeast Asia. Its principal purpose will
be to act as a credible deterrent force to Chinese
―adventurism‖ in Vietnam‘s maritime domain.

Adm. Jonathan Greenert, then-chief of naval operations, said the Virginia-class sub program is one of the Pen7

tagon's most successful weapons programs, especially considering what has been delivered.

The problem lies in the copper-nickel piping elbows
supplied by Nuflo, headquartered on Evergreen Avenue in
Jacksonville.

The John Warner "is the most high-tech, it is the
most lethal warship pound for pound that we have in our inventory," Greenert said.

―As part of an ongoing investigation into a quality
control issue with a supplier, General Dynamics Electric
Boat (GDEB) determined that three steam pipe elbows supplied by the vendor in question required additional testing
and repair due to unauthorized and undocumented weld repairs having been performed on these elbows,‖ Colleen E.
O‘Rourke of Naval Sea Systems Command told the TimesUnion.

Navy Orders First Batch of MUOS-Capable Digital
Modular Radios Valerie Insinna, Defense Daily, Aug 10
General Dynamics [GD] landed a $29 million order
for AN/USC-61 Digital Modular Radios equipped with a new
waveform that will expand the Navy's ability to communicate
all over the globe.

Though the Navy has yet to identify the ―vendor in
question,‖ Defense News quoted a senior Navy source as
identifying the company as Nuflo.

While the Navy has been using DMR on its submarines and surface ships since 1998, the 54 units purchased by
the service on Monday will be the first able to use the Mobile
User Objective System (MUOS) waveform. MUOS-a narrowband tactical satellite communications system that will allow
troops to transmit and receive voice, video and data-could
become operational by the end of the year (Defense Daily,
June 30).

The three submarines, the USS Minnesota, USS
North Dakota and the USS John Warner, each have elbows
from the same supplier. The USS John Warner was commissioned Saturday.
Nuflo opened its Evergreen Avenue plant with only
two employees in 2000. By 2013, it employed 60 workers,
making pipes, flanges and other parts for boats. Most of them
go to the defense industry.

"DMR is an extremely versatile radio and we continue to update its capabilities to ensure that Navy communications networks have the most advanced and secure technologies," Mike DiBiase, vice president and general manager of
C4ISR Technologies for General Dynamics Mission Systems,
said in a news release. "MUOS is an excellent example of an
advanced capability that will provide smartphone-like connectivity among military personnel working in some of the
toughest, most remote environments."

Nuflo did not respond to calls or email requests for
comment on this story.

Shipyard Sets Record with USS Alexandria Overhaul
Jesse Scardina, Portsmouth (NH) Herald, Aug 12

The radios are slated to go onboard Navy destroyers
and submarines currently under construction, the news release
stated.

Sub Returned To Fleet Two Weeks Early And $9M
Under Budget
KITTERY, MAINE – Portsmouth Naval Shipyard returned
the attack submarine USS Alexandria to the Navy‘s fleet
roughly two weeks early and $9 million under budget, according to a news release.

Although the Navy leads the MUOS program, other
services also expect to leverage the satellite constellation.
Earlier this year, General Dynamics used a MUOS satellite
communications and ground station simulator to make voice
calls and send data between a DMR and an Army AN/PRC155 two-channel Manpack radio (Defense Daily, March 23).

The engineered overhaul, which began in October
2013, was the quickest in the Navy‘s history, according to
Public Affairs Officer Danna Eddy. Throughout the 290,000
man-day overhaul, the project team executed both preventive
and corrective maintenance while also modernizing some of
the ship‘s electronics, communications and combat systems.

The DMR was the first software-defined radio operated by the U.S. military, and more than 550 have been delivered by General Dynamics. Upgrades can be made primarily
by changing the radio's software, limiting the number of hardware modifications it needs to connect to new communications systems.

―With these upgrades, Alexandria is now the Navy‘s
most technologically advances Los Angeles class attack submarine,‖ Eddy said in the news release.

The order exercises an option on a contract previously awarded to the company in 2010.

Shipyard officials said the project team and ship‘s
crew adopted best practices from across the NAVSEA enterprise and empowered their teams to collaborate to meet the
critical events vital to the overhaul. Project Superintendent
Scott Curtis said he applied lessons learned from previous
overhauls, and attributed the project team‘s success to an
engaged and dedicated workforce partnered with the ship‘s
crew.

Jacksonville Firm Causes Restriction of 3 Navy Submarines Clifford Davis, The Florida Times Union, Aug 11
Piping provided by a Jacksonville-based company is
behind the Navy‘s decision to restrict operations of three of
the Navy‘s newest Virginia-class submarines, according to
defensenews.com.
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―The workforce really took ownership of their
work,‖ Curtis said. ―They‘re empowered to suggest and implement improvements to ensure first-time quality. Our undocking the ship on time in January with 94 percent work
complete set the pace for this record-setting early delivery.‖

Nadezhda still keeps his bedroom as it was the day he left it.
The newspaper makes no reference to who she blames, although Alexei survived the initial explosions and flood. He
was one of 23 crew discovered in the 9th section of the
Kursk where they had huddled, waiting to be rescued.

The Alexandria included a crew of 13 officers and
120 enlisted personnel.

The official version says the men died that same
day, poisoned by fumes. Other reports have suggested they
survived for two days or more. Meanwhile a new poll by the
Levada Centre, a Russian research organisation, has revealed
how the national mood has changed. An increased number of
Russians believe that Mr Putin handled the crisis correctly.
At the time of the sinking, 72% of people asked thought that
Russia could have done more to save the crew of the Kursk.

―From her arrival, Alexandria‘s project team showed
a commitment to safely delivering fist-time quality work,‖
said Capt. William Greene, PNSY commander. ―Our submarines are national assets and we are unified as a team to ensure they can go in harm‘s way, defeat enemies in war and
return their crews home safely.‖

Fifteen years on, just 38% are critical. As for refusing international help - until it was too late - the number supporting that decision has almost doubled.

Kursk Sinking: Russia Marks 15th Anniversary
(Russia) Sarah Rainsford, BBC News, Aug 12

A full, official report into the tragedy has been classified, until 2030.

Russia has been marking 15 years since the Kursk
nuclear submarine sank in the Barents Sea, with the deaths of
all 118 men on board.

Sea Trials Start For New Royal Navy Submarine
(UK)

Memorial services have been taking place, with flags
lowered in ports and cities with links to the tragedy.

Richard Tomkins, UPI, Aug 17

The sinking was a major challenge for Vladimir
Putin, then the newly elected as president, who faced criticism for not calling in international help. But a recent poll
suggests increasing support for how he responded.

The Newest Astute-class nuclear submarine for Britain's Royal Navy is undergoing sea trials to test systems capabilities.
BAE Systems, builder of the future HMS Artful,
said the trials began Thursday when the vessel set sail from a
BAE Systems facility in Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria.

It was 11:28 local time when the first powerful blast
ripped through the Kursk on 12 August 2000. A torpedo had
exploded during an exercise. The blast at sea was detected by
international monitors. But, for two days, Russia kept silent
about the disaster and President Putin stayed on holiday. He
returned to insist that Russia could manage the highly sensitive rescue operation alone: the Kursk had been the pride of
the Russian fleet. But it proved complicated. In the end, it
was Norwegian divers who managed to open the submarine
hatch and by then the entire crew had perished. A note found
on one of the men revealed that 23 crew members had survived the initial explosions, but died waiting for help. At the
time, media reports were highly critical of how the crisis was
handled. Russians were glued to their TV screens, following
every twist of the increasingly desperate rescue operation.

"Seeing Artful exit from Barrow today is the culmination of a huge amount of hard work from everyone at BAE
Systems, our partners and the hundreds of businesses in our
supply chain network," said Tony Johns, managing director,
BAE Systems Submarines. "BAE Systems in Barrow is a
world class facility, designing and building submarines that
are some of the most sophisticated engineering projects in the
world."
The future HMS Artful is the third of eight Astuteclass attack submarines built by BAE Systems. It is 318 feet
long and has a submerged speed of as much as 30 knots.

The coverage included footage of grieving women,
screaming at a very uncomfortable-looking President Putin.
For some, that marked a turning point. Today, television news
is almost entirely under state control and reporting on the
anniversary has been limited.

Armaments include Spearfish torpedoes and Tomahawk land attack missiles.

Most news reports about the disaster on Wednesday
were short and low down the bulletins, and all hint of blame
and criticism had vanished. The reports primarily marked the
men's passing and the fact that they received the Order of
Courage posthumously.

Mark D. Faram, Navy Times, Aug 17

More Enlisted Women Sought For Sub Duty By
2016

Wanted: More Enlisted Women for Submarine Service

A month after announcing the first 38 women picked for
subs, Navy officials are renewing the call for enlisted female volunteers.

"Fifteen years have passed, but the pain does not
fade. Nothing can replace my son," Nadezhda Shalapinina
told military newspaper Krasnaya Zvezda. Her son, Alexei
Nekrasov, was 19 and the youngest crew member on board.
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Applications are due to Navy Personnel Command by Dec. 15 and selections will be made in January.

The numbers from the first round saw 113 women apply, Crites said. Seventeen chief petty officers and 91
E-6 and below got a look by the selection panel. Of those,
108 — 91 petty officers and 17 chiefs — were ruled as
qualified for undersea service.

―This round of conversions will be for the selection of the initial group of sailors to integrate the next submarine crews in 2017 in Kings Bay,‖ Georgia, said Chief
of Naval Personnel Vice Adm. Bill Moran in a naval message that called for more volunteers.

In the end, four chiefs and 34 petty officers were
selected as what Crites calls "primary selectee candidates"
and are first in line to integrate the Michigan‘s rotating
Blue and Gold crews. The remaining 70 sailors are still in
the mix, Crites said. Those 57 petty officers and 13 chiefs
are being called ―secondary selectee candidates‖ and will
be used as alternates if any of the initial cadre drop out of
training.

Enlisted women will begin to join the crews of the
guided-missile submarine Michigan in 2016. The Florida‘s
integration will come in fiscal 2017.
But it will take three more years — until 2020 —
for females to arrive aboard Virginia-class attack submarines. The yet-to-be-named 23rd Virginia-class boat —
designated SSN-796 — will be the first built to have female crewmembers.

―All secondary selectee candidates will be considered in this application cycle if they so desire,‖ Crites
said.

―Our plan has always been to proceed in a
thoughtful and deliberate fashion,‖ said Rear Adm. Randy
Crites, the head of Submarine Group 10 who's overseeing
the integration task force. ―I am absolutely confident that
our efforts to date have been consistent with this overarching theme, and we‘ll stay the course going forward."

Those applicants do not have to reapply. Their
records are set for the next panel — but they can ask to
opt out of the process.
―It wasn‘t easy to narrow down the tremendous
choices of highly skilled and talented women to fill a
fixed number of billets,‖ Crites said. ―Every single one of
the sailors who applied were the best of the best within
their communities.‖

The recruiting effort starts with finding experienced fleet female sailors to convert into the silent service.
Soon, officials plan to begin start efforts to persuade female recruits to go subs.

The standards, Crites says, are exactly the same
as for male peers. The women will have to face months of
rigorous training and qualifications to attain their silver
dolphin pin — and aren't going to get a pass for any reason.

―Our target was to have an even distribution of
ratings and paygrades with females ultimately comprising
20 percent of a given crew,‖ Crites said in an Aug. 13
phone interview. ―This cohort size and composition was
informed by a Center for Naval Analysis study on integration of women in submarines.‖

―The question I would ask all candidates is why
they want to be a submariner," Crites said. "We are looking for motivated, technically competent, professional
Sailors who are passionate about committing their absolute best toward excellence in the submarine force."

―To do this right, you need to have women with
different levels of maturity, leadership and professional
ability and we‘re starting from scratch — it‘s going to take
time, I think as long as 10 years, before we‘ll have a
[female] pool of sailors from the lowest pay grades all the
way up to senior, so [that] we‘re self sustaining in this,‖ he
said. ―I think that‘s the hardest thing but then, we‘ll need
to retain enough of these folks along the way.‖

Kursk Submarine Disaster Movie In Works (Russia)
Staff, newKerala.com, Aug 18

French filmmaker Luc Besson's production company EuropaCorp is developing a "Kursk" movie based on
the 2000 K-141 Kursk submarine disaster in which 118
Russians perished.

For now, Crites says this means there will be a
steady drumbeat to recruit females from the fleet and the
street, put them into the training pipeline and get them to
specific crews.

EuropaCorp has hired Danish director Martin
Zandvliet to direct "Kursk" from a script by Robert Rodat,
based on Robert Moore's book "A Time to Die", reports
variety.com.
The Kursk sunk during a Russian naval exercise
in the Barents Sea after explosions within the submarine.
The Russian government refused help from foreign governments for five days before agreeing to accept aid from
the British and Norwegian governments.

Seeking the best
As more submarines are identified and modified
for women, future policies will be set. The integration effort began when small cadres of female officers started
reporting to Ohio-class subs in late 2011; these officers
will serve as mentors for the enlisted women the force is
now recruiting.
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The Russian Navy initially asserted that the sinking
had been caused by a collision with another vessel but the
government eventually admitted that the cause was a torpedo
explosion in the submarine.

serve as long as they pass the grueling six-month training
regimen.
Admiral Greenert said ―there is no reason‖ that
women who measure up should be barred. ―So we‘re on a
track to say, ‗Hey look, anybody who can meet the gender
nonspecific standards, then you can become a SEAL,‘‖ he
said.

"Kursk" will be Zandvliet's first English-language
film.

The Navy Wants A New, Far-Reaching Robot Submarine

He did not detail a timeline, but his position is in
line with Rear Adm. Brian Losey, the head of the Naval Warfare Special Command, who led a review recommending that
women be allowed.

Kelsey D. Atherton, Popular Science, Aug 18
Like expectant parents eagerly picking out names for
their firstborn children, no Pentagon project is really real until
it gets a terrible acronym. Earlier this year, the Navy posted a
solicitation for a ―Large Displacement Unmanned Undersea
Vehicle (LDUUV) System.‖ Last week, they posted even
more details about what they‘re looking for in their brand
new robot submarine.

In 2013, the Pentagon announced it would lift its
ban on women serving in combat roles and gave the military
services until the end of 2015 to argue whether certain jobs
should remain off-limits.
This week, two soldiers will become the first women to graduate from the demanding Ranger School, the
Army‘s premier leadership course. This was the first year
that women have been allowed to attend, and officials said
they did not change the standards in any way.

For the first version of the LDUUV (ideally pronounced ―Lud-oov‖), the Navy wants two things. The first is
―intelligence, scouting, and reconnaissance‖ underwater,
which means the combined jobs of watching an area for potential threats and then sending back useful information to
people on shore. The second basic requirement for this robot
submarine is ―Intelligence Preparation of the Operational Environment.‖ That‘s a Pentagonese bundling of a few larger
concepts, from observing a battlefield and evaluating enemy
options in war, to (in peacetime) exploring potential threats
and courses of action. Think of this version of LDUUV as an
underwater scout and spy, a submarine whose sensors will
collect data to help build a better understanding of what future naval wars could look like.

This Is The U.S. Navy's Most Secretive Submarine
David Axe, The Week, Aug 20
No, the U.S. Navy is probably not using a multi-billion dollar
submarine to listen in on your phone calls and emails on behalf of the National Security Agency.
But it could.
A long line of secretive Navy spy submarines, most
recently a nuclear-powered behemoth named USS Jimmy
Carter, have for decades infiltrated remote waters to gather
intelligence on rival states' militaries, insurgents, and terrorists on behalf of the NSA and other agencies using a range of
sophisticated devices, including special equipment for tapping undersea communications cables.

Future versions of the submarine will do much more.
The Navy wants to use them against underwater mines, to
perhaps launch flying scout drones that scan above the surface of the sea, and to ―deploy payloads‖--as vague a mission
as the military offers. The LDUUV can be launched from
drydocks, Virginia-class submarines, and the Littoral Combat
Ship.

Before NSA whistleblower Edward Snowden revealed the agency's phone and internet monitoring programs
targeting U.S. and European citizens, the mainstream press
paid little attention to the elusive, subsurface warship. But
following Snowden's disclosures in 2013, several publications including The Huffington Post and the German Der
Spiegel speculated that the Jimmy Carter was aiding the
NSA's surveillance of citizens' communications in the U.S.
and Europe.

One possible body for the LDUUV is already made.
Boeing‘s Echo Ranger is a small underwater autonomous
submarine, and Boeing recently announced a much larger
sibling. The Echo Seeker can stay underwater for three days,
and inside can carry up to 170 pounds of payload.

Admiral Says ‘No Reason’ To Bar Women From
SEALs
Daniel Victor, New York Times, Aug 19

"It seems this same submarine," The Huffington
Post claimed, "was pressed into service to spy on Europe."

The Navy is on track to open up its storied SEAL
teams to women, a top admiral said in an interview with a
military-focused publication, the latest sign of a movement to
widen access to roles long forbidden to women across all
branches of the military.

The modified Seawolf-class sub, built by General
Dynamics Electric Boat in Connecticut between 1998 and
2004, is almost certainly able to tap the undersea communication cables that carry much of the world's phone and internet traffic. But just because the warship can tap cables
doesn't mean it routinely does.

Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert, the chief of naval operations, told Defense News that women would be allowed to
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At the Navy's request, Electric Boat inserted an extension in the middle of Jimmy Carter's hull that added 100
feet to its standard 350-foot length — plus nearly $1 billion to
the baseline $2 billion price tag. Commander Christy Hagen,
a Navy spokesperson, declined to comment on the warship‘s
modifications.

The special subs placed on the cables clamp-like
devices that recorded passing signals, giving Washington
valuable insight into Soviet naval activities. In 1980, a former NSA employee named Ronald Pelton betrayed the subs'
operations to the Soviets in exchange for around $35,000.
Pelton was arrested in 1986, tried and convicted. He remains
in federal prison.

But Owen Cote, a submarine expert at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, said Jimmy Carter's hull
extension most likely contains a "moon well" — a floodable
chamber to allow divers, robots, and machinery to move between the sub's interior and the water, retrieving objects off
the seafloor or carrying monitoring devices and other surveillance equipment.

The Soviets' discovery of the undersea wiretap alerted America's rivals, making such missions much more difficult. "People are now aware that that's a technological capability that we have — and that puts them on guard," Polmar
says.
The disclosure, and new technology advances, has
led to an apparent shift in the spy subs' tactics. When North
Korea shelled a South Korean island base in 2010, Jimmy
Carter reportedly surfaced nearby and launched a small, quiet
drone spy plane to photograph the damage. Since then Jimmy
Carter has undoubtedly stayed busy performing other surveillance missions and, in 2013, entered a roughly yearlong period of maintenance at a shipyard in Washington State.

With this, Jimmy Carter could, in theory, tap seafloor fiber-optic cables, said Norman Polmar, a naval analyst
and author who has advised the government on submarinebuilding strategy. "You hook something on to the cable," Polmar said, ―and come back in a month and remove the tape and
take it back and analyze it."
But underwater wiretapping is probably unnecessary.
"I don't think you need to use Jimmy Carter to do that," Cote
said. "It would be a waste of that asset."

Now that the submarine has returned to the fleet, it
will surely resume its secret duties as America's main underwater spy. But the special sub probably won't be listening in
on your phone and internet conversations. Too dangerous
against military rivals and unnecessary for domestic surveillance, submarine wiretaps seem to have fallen out of favor.

It's far easier for the NSA to monitor Americans'
communications on land, Cote pointed out in an interview,
with the consent of phone and internet providers.
But it wasn't long ago that Jimmy Carter's predecessor subs were involved in undersea eavesdropping — against
America's Cold War rivals. That espionage took place during
a technologically simpler time, when Washington had fewer
ways of listening in on communications.

You're still being spied on — just not by a submarine. Exactly what Jimmy Carter is doing is hard to say.
"I‘m sure," Cote laughed, "it's up to no good."

US Navy Will Have Squadron of Large Robotic
Submarines by 2020 and Mass Production In 2025

"Fifty, 60 years ago, this was best method of collecting certain intelligence," Polmar says of eavesdropping submarines. Before Jimmy Carter, there were the modified submarines Halibut, Seawolf, and Parche, fitted with special
equipment for monitoring and accessing objects on the seafloor, including communications cables. Parche, the last of
the old breed, was decommissioned in 2004, just as Jimmy
Carter was nearing completion.

Staff, Next Big Future, Aug 20
The Navy will building prototype large robotic submarines in
2015-2016 and testing in 2018. According to the Navy's ISR
Capabilities Division, LDUUV will reach initial operating
capability as a squadron by 2020 and full rate production by
2025.

The subs' secret missions, the subjects of repeated
investigations by high-profile reporters including Seymour
Hersh in The New York Times, were practically the stuff of
fiction.

The US Navy has released requirements for its long
duration large robotic submarine. (LDUUV - Large Displacement Unmanned Underwater Vehicle)
The Navy wants two things in the first version.

In 1968, the Pentagon deployed Halibut to the Pacific to search for the wreckage of a sunken Soviet submarine
that would later be partially recovered by a CIA team aboard
a purpose-built salvage ship. Trailing a four-mile long cable
rigged with cameras, Halibut found the Soviet vessel in
16,000 feet of water after just three weeks.

1) ―intelligence, scouting, and reconnaissance‖ underwater, which means the combined jobs of watching an
area for potential threats and then sending back useful information to people on shore.
2. ―Intelligence Preparation of the Operational Environment.‖ Observing a battlefield and evaluating enemy
options in war, to (in peacetime) exploring potential threats
and courses of action.

In the 1970s, Seawolf and Parche took risky missions penetrating the Soviet navy's main North Atlantic bastions to tap military communication cables. The two subs
sailed under the Arctic at speeds of just a few miles per hour
to avoid icebergs, dodging Soviet vessels and excitable seals
and walruses that might betray the U.S. ships' locations.
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* ―deploy payloads‖ such as shooting torpedoes or

The four women who began their training Tuesday
at Naval Submarine Base New London are among the 38
female sailors named in June as the first selected for submarine duty. They are part of a class of 79 sailors who are in for
eight weeks of training at Basic Enlisted Submarine School.
The female sailors, who are in the Submarine Electronics
Communications Field training pipeline, will then receive 18
weeks of specialized training in submarine electronics.

missiles.
The LDUUV can be launched from drydocks, Virginia-class submarines, and the Littoral Combat Ship.

First Enlisted Female Submarine Sailors Start
Training In Conn. Michael Melia, Associated Press, Aug
27

Jarrett said the women will have the same opportunities as their male counterparts.

The first four of the female enlisted sailors selected for the
Navy's "silent service" began training this week at submarine
school in Groton, the latest milestone in the elimination of
one of the U.S. military's few remaining gender barriers.

"It will be good for the Navy, it will be good for the young
ladies, it will be good for the submarine force," he said.

Australian Military To Get Cozier With U.S. Rob

The barracks at the Navy base have been reconfigured for privacy, but officials say the first co-ed class of enlisted recruits is not being received differently from any others.

Taylor, Wall Street Journal, Aug 27

Defense Minister’s Speech Thursday Will Preview
Coming White Paper’s 20-Year Military-Upgrade Plan

The commander of the Naval Submarine School,
Capt. Andrew Jarrett, said he communicated to his staff that it
will be business as usual. The only adjustment made in anticipation of the women's arrival, he said, was the addition of a
few senior enlisted female sailors to the school's staff.

SYDNEY – Australia‘s coming strategic blueprint will
call for more closely entwining its military with its U.S.
counterpart, including a more visible presence in the country of U.S. naval ships and warplanes.

"We wanted to have some senior enlisted female
representatives on staff who could mentor the young ladies as
they move through their training," Jarrett said in an interview.
"We wanted the young female enlisted sailors to look around
and see senior enlisted female sailors, so they could sort of
see where they might be several years from now."

Defense Minister Kevin Andrews was to give a
preliminary outline Thursday of the 20-year, $300 billion
Australia dollar (U.S. $214 billion) plan to boost the military, which will be detailed in a future white paper.
―Through this white paper, the government will
seek to broaden and deepen our alliance with the United
States, recognizing that the U.S. alliance will remain fundamental to our security and defense planning and the
highest priority for our international cooperation,‖ Mr.
Andrews planned to say in a speech to U.S. and Australian
business groups. Parts of the speech were obtained in advance by The Wall Street Journal.

The Navy ended a ban on women serving aboard
submarines in 2010. It began integrating crews by introducing
female officers, who already have been assigned to ballisticmissile and fast-attack submarines.
The Navy and its contractors are still working out
design changes needed to accommodate mixed-gender crews
on submarines, where privacy is scarce for all, but especially
the enlisted sailors. While many volunteers say they are
drawn to the camaraderie, sailors on the roomiest subs sleep
nine to a bunk room, with four showers and seven toilets for
the roughly 140 enlisted men. And passageways are so narrow that crew members can barely pass one another without
touching.

The much-delayed paper, now expected in October, is based on the long-standing belief that Australia‘s
security is most effectively underpinned by a strong U.S.
presence in Asia, offsetting a more assertive China.
But while it will lay out a more muscular approach in line with Washington – and welcome the U.S.
strategic rebalance toward the region, as Mr. Andrews‘s
speech says – it will also look to avoid overt criticism of
Beijing.

As the Navy was assessing how quickly to integrate
the enlisted crews last spring it issued a survey to more than
50,000 enlisted female sailors that found significant but not
overwhelming interest in submarine duty. Of the 12,700 sailors who participated, 28.5 percent indicated they would be
open to volunteering for submarine service, according to Lt.
Cmdr. Tommy Crosby, a Virginia-based spokesman for the
submarine force.

Six years ago then-Prime Minister Kevin Rudd
enraged China, Australia‘s biggest trading partner, with a
defense white paper that argued Beijing‘s rise posed regional security risks.

The military has been spreading word of new opportunities in the undersea force. A "road show" led by a special
task force toured Navy bases earlier this year to answer questions from enlisted women about life on submarines.

Prime Minister Tony Abbott has promised to
boost military spending to 2% of gross domestic product
inside a decade, with a military budget of A$32 billion
next year and a cumulative A$132 billion over the next
few years.
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Last year Australia ranked sixth globally in weapons imports, according to the Stockholm Institute for Peace
Research, spending almost A$14 billion on arms.

During a recent demonstration, the Carderock Division team was able to transfer power wirelessly from an underwater docking station to a mid-sized autonomous research
vehicle (MARV) UUV section, and ultimately to the UUV's
battery.

A large chunk of the added spending will go to a
stronger open-ocean presence for Australia‘s navy, including eight new submarines, nine frigates and up to 20 corvettes at a cost of A$89 billion. Australia is also introducing two amphibious carriers and missile destroyers as well
as stealth fighter planes.

NSWCCD integration lead Joseph Curran said:
"The NUWC team was on-hand to simulate the full capabilities of the NUWC-developed MARV UUV, as well as to
provide assistance with testing."
The underwater energy transfer programme was
performed using data that is transferred wirelessly underwater using SSC PAC's underwater optical communications
system. It allowed an enhanced estimation of the charge on
the battery through the SOC programme.

Submarine makers from Japan, France and Germany are pursuing the business. Japanese shipbuilders and
defense officials were in Adelaide on Wednesday to push a
10-year, A$50 billion deal for Soryu submarines. Japan is
seeking to become a major weapons exporter for the first
time since World War II.

In July, the US Navy reportedly launched and recovered an underwater drone from its USS North Dakota
submarine, which is said to be its first such mission.

―This white paper will deliver a future Australian
Defense Force that is potent, agile and ready to respond
whenever our interests are engaged across the world,‖ Mr.
Andrews was to say in his speech, according to the excerpts.

Since 1970s, the navy has used unmanned vehicles
for training purposes to replicate enemy submarines. The
UUVs were also used to detect mines and map the ocean
floor.

It added that ―Force Posture Initiatives‖ being
discussed with the U.S. and likely to be reflected in the
white paper would enhance the ability of their militaries to
operate together, building on current rotations by U.S. Marines in Australia‘s north.

*******Now here’s a final article of interest to all
hands – A Navy Cook-turned chef! Chow is always
near the top of all sailor’s list.
Navy Senior Chief Named American Culinary Federation’s Chef of the Year Jim Garamone, DoD News,

―We are also continuing to develop enhanced cooperation between the Royal Australian Air Force and the
United States Air Force, and we are examining a range of
practical options to enhance naval cooperation,‖ the speech
says.

Aug 24
WASHINGTON – Say "military cook" to most Americans,
and they will conjure a picture of Cookie in the Beetle Bailey
comic strip.

US Navy Uses Undersea Wireless Technology To Recharge UUVS Naval-Technology.Com, Aug 27

They certainly wouldn‘t conjure a picture of Navy
Senior Chief Petty Officer Derrick D. Davenport, an executive chef with the Joint Staff and the 2015 American Culinary Federation‘s Chef of the Year.

The US Navy is developing methods to recharge
underwater unmanned vehicles (UUVs) with the support of
undersea wireless technology, in a bid to reduce time between
missions and enhance overall utility.

The Chef of the Year is the highest award presented
by the federation, and Davenport is the first military chef to
earn it since the award was established in 1963. He competed
for the award at the ACF‘s annual convention in Orlando,
Florida, earlier this month.

The UUVs are used for missions, including the location and identification of underwater threats, such as mines,
ocean floor mapping, and optimising remote sensing platforms.

Unlike Cookie who is forever pictured in a stained T
-shirt stirring sauce or slopping chipped beef on a tray, Davenport is a slim and trim culinary specialist who is the executive chef/senior enlisted aid to Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey.

Naval Surface Warfare Center Carderock Division
(NSWCCD) technical lead Alex Askari said: "Underwater
data and energy transfer are expected to multiply the effectiveness of navy-operated UUVs and other unmanned platforms by providing a vehicle-agnostic method for autonomous underwater energy charging."

Growing Up In The Kitchen
Davenport said he got his start watching his father
and grandmothers cook in Detroit.

The wireless underwater energy transfer concepts,
including forward deployed energy and forward deployed
energy and communications outpost (FDECO), were initially
developed in NSWCCD's Disruptive Technologies Lab.

―My dad is the family cook, and one of my grandmothers is a professional cook, and the other is just a good
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Southern cook,‖ Davenport said during an interview. ―I always hung around the kitchen with all three of them. Early
on, my grandmother said I‘d watch episodes of PBS‘s Julia
Child just as much as Sesame Street. I always gravitated to
the kitchen and cooking.‖

―They give us full creativity to do what we want
within the dietary restrictions of the guests,‖ he said. ―We
cook healthy foods and try not to overdo it on the calories.‖

He went to a culinary school in Livonia, Michigan,
and then worked at restaurants and country clubs in and
around Detroit for a few years before joining the Navy in
2000.

For the Chef of the Year competition, Davenport
first had to compete regionally. He won that competition in
Buffalo, New York, in January. The secret ingredient he had
to cook was rabbit.

―I always wanted to serve my country,‖ he said.
―One of the master chefs I worked for was in the Navy back
in the Vietnam era, and he‘d always regale his class with sea
stories and all the great times he had.‖

In Orlando, the secret ingredient was squab and
frog. That competition was like Iron Chef in front of an audience of chefs. The rules are four courses in one hour with no
advance prep.

Davenport remembered that when he was looking
for his next challenge. His recruiter told him the Navy was
the only branch that worked for presidential food service,
―and that kind of became my goal.‖

―I tried to keep everything summery and light because hey, it‘s July in Orlando with 100 percent humidity,‖
he said.

Competing Around The Country

The first course was tomato consomme with tomato
compote and a frog fritter on top of that.

Career On Land, At Sea
First, though, he served aboard the fast attack submarine USS Annapolis out of Groton, Connecticut, for five
years, and then served as an instructor at Great Lakes Naval
Training Center located near Chicago.

―The second course was a smoked squab breast ...
and a small salad and some pickled fruits with citrus vinaigrette and a goat cheese soufflé,‖ he said. ―The third course I
sort of paid homage to my Dad and grandmothers – those
good Southern cooks – so I was thinking shrimp and grits,
but I couldn‘t use shrimp so I substituted frog legs.‖

Davenport served 14 months in Herat, Afghanistan,
in 2006 and 2007. He was able to get out of the forward operating base and see some of the western Afghanistan city.

The fourth course was squab with the dark meat
made into a sort of sausage and the breast meat in the center.
Davenport had two apprentice chefs helping, but they could
not touch the secret ingredient.

―We built a couple of schools and I worked with the
Afghan National Army,‖ he said. ―I would walk to the Afghan DFAC to train the Afghan cooks how to cook.‖

And he won.

The instruction was to teach the Afghans the hygienic way to cook, Davenport said.

―The judges said we had the cleanest and most organized kitchen. They loved the way we worked in the kitchen
before they even got to the food,‖ he said. ―There was no
gear adrift, as we say in the Navy, and the tables and cutting
surfaces were always wiped down. It‘s from my Navy training to keep it clean because if you‘ve got a food-borne illness
on a ship, you are killing the mission because everybody is
down for the count.‖

―We would make sure they handled stuff that they
butchered correctly – no cross-contamination. We made sure
they cooked to the proper temperature. I learned a lot from
their style of cooking, as well,‖ he said.
Culinary Talent
Davenport was selected for the chairman‘s staff because they needed a chief who could both cook and lead. The
test was they gave him a basket of food and said he had 30
minutes to craft a menu and make a three-course meal.

The senior chief will stay with the chairman until he
retires next month, and then the chef of the year will move to
the White House Mess for his next assignment.

―I did seared tuna with an Asian slaw, chicken breast
risotto and a Grand Marnier mousse for dessert,‖ he said. ―I
was hired on the spot.‖
Davenport worked for former Joint Chiefs Chairman
Navy Adm. Mike Mullen for three years and stayed when
Dempsey became chairman.
Davenport uses fresh in-season produce and fruit
when he cooks. He said the Dempseys give him a lot of latitude.
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