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BOATS LOST IN FEBRUARY
BOAT NAME

HULL NR.

DATE LOST

SOULS LOST

USS BARBEL

(SS-316)

4 Feb. 1945
4th War Patrol

Lost with All Hands - 81 souls

USS SHARK 1

(SS-174)

11 Feb. 1942
1st War Patrol

Lost with All Hands - 59 souls

USS AMBERJACK

(SS-219)

16 Feb. 1943
3rd War Patrol

Lost with All Hands - 74 souls

USS GRAYBACK

(SS-208)

27 Feb. 1944
10th War Patrol

Lost with All Hands - 80 souls

USS TROUT

(SS-202)

29 Feb. 1944
11th War Patrol

Lost with All Hands - 81 souls

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER - DURING DARK DAYS
I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; surely I
will heal you. 2 Kings 20:5
The sadness that goes along with any significant loss is
an unavoidable fact of life. In time, sadness runs its course
and gradually decreases. If you find yourself feeling ―blue,‖
perhaps it‘s a logical reaction to the ups and downs of daily
life.
Some days are light and happy, and some days are not.
When we face the expected dark days of life, we must
choose how we will respond. Will we allow ourselves to
sink even more deeply into our own sadness or will we do
the difficult work of pulling ourselves out? We bring light
to the dark days of life by turning first to God, and then to
trusted family members and friends, and maybe even to
medical professionals. When we do, the clouds will
eventually part, and the sun will shine once more upon our
souls.
--A Prayer for Today-Heavenly Father, Your Word promises that You will not
give us more than we can bear; You have promised to lift us
out of our grief and despair. Today, Lord, I pray for those
who mourn, and I thank You for sustaining all of us in our
dark days. Amen
----------------------------------------USSVI Charleston Base Meeting Minutes
The attendance for the January 2015 meeting was 70.
Opening Ceremonies: The meeting was called to order
by Base Commander Ed Stank. A quorum was present and
the meeting started at 1900. Following the Pledge of
Allegiance, the Invocation and the Tolling of the Boats lost
in January was given by Base Chaplain Nick Nichols. The
USSVI Creed was read by Base Vice-Commander Don

Mook. Ed welcomed the members and guests to the
meeting.
Introductions: The following men introduced
themselves at the meeting: QM2(SS) Richard Beauregard,
Qual Boat: USS Daniel Webster SSBN 626; MMCM(SS)
Julian Czeiszperger, Qual Boat: USS Von Steuben SSBN
632; ET1(SS) Emerson Beach, Qual Boat: USS George
Bancroft SSBN 643.
Secretary: Since there were no minutes for the Christmas
Party, the Secretary had no report.
Treasurer: Base Treasures Steve Morawiec gave a report
on the base finances. The report is available on the
Charleston Base website www.ussvicb.org. The base took
in $348.53 more than we spent in 2014. By direction of the
Board of Directors that amount was moved from the
General Fund to the Scholarship Fund. Steve also stated
that he would not run for re-election in May.
Vice-Commander/Membership Chairman: Base ViceCommander Don Mook had no report but as Membership
Chairman reported that there are 338 members of
Charleston Base. 20 base members owe national dues
($20) and 36 members owe base dues ($15). He will be
available to take dues for 30 minutes after the meeting.
Dues can also be paid on-line at the base website,
www.ussvicb.org .
There is a problem in that the National Membership
Chairman had not received the last payment from
Charleston Base and 51 members of Charleston Base that
were included in that payment are currently listed as
delinquent as per National. That includes the Charleston
Base Membership Chairman. As soon as the payment
clears the problem should go away.
Because of the difficulty in getting the payments to
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Kit Sparger spent Christmas through Dec. 28th in the
hospital with breathing and heart issues. She is home
now and according to Rick is doing much better.
 James Wyndham, Ken Fuhr‘s father-in-law, passed
away on Dec. 19th. Many of you remember him
coming with Ken when Ken was the Storekeeper.
 Bob Hubert was in the hospital from Dec. 18th thru
the 31st with fluid around his lungs. He is home
recovering and the results of tests indicate no
malignancy.
 Ken Curtis‘ grandson, Matthew, was in the hospital
mid-December at the same time as his daughter-inlaw, Lisa. Matthew is now on the liver transplant list
and Lisa had kidney stones.
 Mike Knaub‘s son, David, had a double lung
transplant in mid-November. He should be leaving the
hospital next Monday. He did have a stroke while in
the hospital but is doing some better.
 "Frenchy" Fuqua continues to recover from his
stroke.
 Gary Williams had a catherization at Trident hospital
today. As soon as he can he will let us know how he‘s
doing.
 James Graham Jr. (JD), who is James Graham‘s son,
is 27 years old and has muscular dystrophy. For the
past several months he‘s had a choking, coughing and
swallowing problem. He goes in for an evaluation on
January 13th. Every day with him is a blessing as he
was not supposed to live past the age of 18.
 Buddha is sick tonight and several others are missing
due to sickness
 Doc Hill (WWII Vet) is not doing well.
 Estelle Jones, Willie‘s (WWII Vet) wife, is not doing
well.
Follow-ups were made on those who‘ve had surgery or
illnesses in the last couple of months along with the base
sending additional cards.
WEBMASTER NOTES: Website is updated constantly.
The Charleston Base website is www.ussvicb.org .
Newsletter: Newsletter Editor George Fuchs had no
report.
Veterans Affairs: Ken Curtis had a few copies of the
2015 VA compensation Pay Scale and of the VA Burial
Forms.
FRA: Larry Cox reported that Sunday, January 25 9 –
11:30 am will be another Old-time Navy Breakfast ate the
FRA. The cost is $5 each. On Sunday 1 February is the
FRA Superbowl Party. This is for ticketholders only. A
limited number of tickets are left and are for sale at the bar.
The price is $50 each and includes an open bar, snacks and

National Don cannot ensure your membership doesn‘t lapse
it you pay after January 15. There is no penalty if your
membership lapses.
Chaplain and Webmaster: Base Chaplain and
Webmaster Nick Nichols gave the following report:
January Report
 Highlighted boat of the month:
ARGONAUT was lost on Jan 10, 1943 with the loss of
102 officers and men off Rabaul, on her 3rd war patrol.
While attacking a convoy, she torpedoed a Jap destroyer
who, along with 2 other destroyers, depth charged her. As
she tried to surface, the destroyers sank her by gun fire.
 Gary Lynn Buckholder of Fort Mills departed on
Eternal Patrol on January 5th. He was a Simon Bolivar
shipmate but not a member of USSVI. An online
condolence message has been left on behalf of the base.
 Virginia Hix, wife of Carol Hix, passed away on Nov.
28th. Her service was on Dec. 6th and was attended by
several of the base members.
 Sonny Rash had major surgery in the VA hospital
today. He had an aortic aneurysm repaired. He is
scheduled to be in ICU for 4 days, then 2 days in a
regular bed and the home for rehab. His grandson has
taken time off to help him and Doris.
 Marvin Miller broke his ankle on December 27th.
Frieda is taking good care of him. He will be having an
operation at the VA next Wednesday.
 Lee Young went into the hospital with fluid on his
lungs. While in the hospital he had two heart attacks.
The doctors were able to open a 99% blockage and
correct the problem that caused the heart attacks. Due to
a problem with the stent Lee is back in the hospital as of
the meeting time.
 Bob Deschaine was in and out of the hospital most of
2014 battling colon cancer. His doctors have declared
him cancer free. He recently fell and broke his arm in
two places. His wife, Norma, had knee surgery today
but was not out of surgery by the time of the meeting.
Bob needed some help while Norma is in the hospital
and Ray Bryant has stepped up to the plate and assisting
them during this time. BZ to Ray!
 Glenn Fleming was taken to the hospital on Christmas
day after a bad chemo reaction. He is home with
hospice and Joyce told me that he is not having any
more chemo at this point. Glenn is in good spirits and
visitors are welcome, just call first and no sickness
please.
 Jimmy Kimbrell was in the hospital mid-December
with lung issues and difficulty breathing. He is doing
better now.
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food.
Storekeeper/Election Coordinator: Base Storekeeper
Ken Hutchison stated that he still had 2015 calendars for
sale for $9 each. The election this May is for Base
Commander and Base Treasurer. Both incumbents are not
running. So far the only candidate is Base Secretary Rick
Wise running for Base Commander.
Submarine Veterans of World War II/Scholarship
Committee: Swamp Fox President George Scharf
reminded the base of the next Swamp Fox meeting,
Thursday February 19 at 1130 at Ryan‘s in Summerville.
As Scholarship Chairman he pointed out that the
Charleston Base Challenge Coins will be sold by the Base
Storekeeper with the proceeds going to the Scholarship
Fund. The committee is looking into possible fundraisers to
allow the general public to support the Scholarship Fund.
The first one they are working on is a car show. He asked if
any members had suggestion to please let the committee
know. The Scholarship Committee consists of George
Scharf, Ricky Collins and Gary Williams.
Ed Stank pointed out that applications for the James B.
Osborne Scholarship are due no later than April 15.
Applications for the National USSVI Scholarship are due
no later tha March 15. Information and forms are available
at the Charleston Base and USSVI National websites.
CRAMA: Director of Restoration and Maintenance Butch
Bryar reported that CRAMA had received assurances from
the Coast Guard that Clamagore could only be moved to
Florida on another ship or a barge. CRAMA will be
seeking support in the state legislature to have Clamagore
turned over to CRAMA.
Nuclear Historian: Rick Carlson made the following
report:
Have you ever wondered who first uttered the phrase:
―You‘ve got to be sh**ing me?
Well it just so happens to have originated with the
Father of Our Country way back when George Washington
was crossing the Delaware River with his troops.
There were 33 (remember this number) in Washington‘s
boat. It was extremely dark and storming furiously and the
water was tossing them about.
Finally, Washington grabbed Corporal Peters
(remember this name) and stationed him in the bow with a
lantern. He ordered him to keep swinging it, so they could
see where there were going.
Corporal Peters, through the driving rain and cold,
continued swinging the lantern back and forth, back and
forth. Then a big gust of wind and a wave hit the boat and
Corporal Peters and his lantern went into the Delaware.
Washington and his troops searched for over an hour but

Peters could not be found. All of them felt terrible, for
Corporal Peters was well liked.
Sometime later Washington and his troops landed on
the shore, wet and totally exhausted. He rallied the troops
and told them they must go on.
An hour later one of the men reported ―General, I see
some lights ahead!‖
They trudged toward the lights and came upon a huge
house. What they didn‘t know was that this was a house of
ill repute, hidden in the forest, to serve all who came.
The General pounded on the door as his men crowded
around him. The door swung open and, much to their
surprise, stood a beautiful woman. She smiled broadly as
she saw so many men standing there.
―Madam‖ said the General, ―I am General George
Washington and these are my men. We are wet and
exhausted and desperately need warmth and comfort.‖
Again the madam looked at the men standing there and
with a broad smile said ―General, you‘ve come to the right
place. We can surely give you warmth and comfort. How
many me do you have?‖
―Well Madam,‖ Washington replied ―There are 32 of us
without Peters.‖
And the Madam replied ―You‘ve got to be sh**ing
me!‖
The After Battery: Steve Moraweic reminded that the
Annual After Battery Hog Roast will be on Saturday April
11. This is also the birthday of the US Submarine Force so
the theme is ―Going Down for 115 years.‖
A question came up about holding the Submarine Birthday
Ceremony at the Submarine Cold War Memorial and the
ceremony will be held in the morning with time left for the
Hog Roast.
District Commander: Paul Viering reported that the
South East Regional Convention will be April 20 – 23 at
the Radisson Resort at the Port in Cape Canaveral, FL.
Information and registration forms are on the Charleston
Base website.
The annual Moonshine Mountain WWII Memorial Service
will be held on May 16th. Information is on the Charleston
Base website.
The Hunley-Housatonic Memorial Service will be held on
February 17 at the Sunrise Presbyterian Church on
Sullivan‘s Island. We should be presenting the roses to the
lady mourners so will need 13 presenters. The uniform will
be the Charleston Tuxedo (light blue shirt, khaki pants and
navy blue blazer). If you are interested in being a presenter
send your name to the COB at cob@ussvicb.org .
Paul also told the base that he would not run for District
Commander in the next election.
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Base Commander: Ed Stank reported that he had been
contacted by the Tarheel Base, of which he is a member,
about joining in the Bonefish Project. This is a public
relations program where the Bonefish Grills receive a
photograph and plaque of the USS Bonefish which they
display in the restaurant. Ed will investigate what is
required. District Commander Paul Viering said he would
contact other district bases about the project.
There is an Oyster Roast at the Red Bank Club on Friday,
January 16 at 4:30 to 8:30 pm. Tickets are $20 each in
advance and $25 each at the door.
Ed told the base that he will be making a trip to the
Veteran‘s Victory House in Walterboro on Tuesday,
January 13. He will leave from the VFW on Bellwright
Road in Ladson at 1000. If you would like to go give Ed
your name so he can let the Victory House know since they
want the group to have lunch with the veterans. Ed plans to
keep doing this on the Tuesday following base meetings.
Ed also told the base he will run for District Commander for
our district.
Old Business: Work is supposed to start on the new float
trailer on Monday, January 12. Float Manager Marty Sessler
will check on progress and if nothing is done we have
another group to take over the project.
Ed also said he thought the Red Bank Club did a good job
on the Christmas Party but that there was a problem with the
bartender. We are willing to take suggestions of other
locations for the next Christmas Party and are actively
looking into have it at the FRA if we can use the whole
building.
New Business: It is time to submit nominations for the
Distinguished Submariner Award. The form is on the base
website. This is for what the nominee has done for the base
and there is no timeframe limit.
It is time for the annual review of Charleston Base By-Laws
and supporting documents. If you have any suggestion
please submit them to any Board member. One thing Ed
would like the group to look at is the possibility of on-line
voting for base officers.
Rick Wise stated that since he had decided to run for Base
Commander he was resigning as Base Secretary. He will
continue to perform the duties as Acting Base Secretary
until a new Secretary can be appointed by the Base
Commander, Ed Stank and the approval of the Board of
Directors in accordance with the By-Laws.
If no one steps up to take the position by the May meeting,
Rick will remove his name from consideration as Base
Commander.
Good of the Order: Steve Moraweic told the base that we
now have an on-line store. The proceeds go to the

Scholarship Fund. If you have anything you would like to
donate please contact Steve.
Ray Sparks reminded the base that the 2015 USSVI
Convention will be in Pittsburg, PA on September 7 – 13.
Depth Charge: Walt Curtis won a one year membership
to the FRA.
The depth charge was won by Gordon Smith
Meeting Adjourned: Following the benediction by Base
Chaplain Nick Nichols, the Base Commander adjourned
the meeting at 2005.
---------------------------------------USSVICB Sub-Wives Return from five-day
Deployment to Costa Maya, Mexico
After Successful Mission to Cozumel
Eight intrepid wives from Charleston base left on
deployment aboard the Royal Caribbean Brilliance of the
Seas on 22 January from Tampa, FL beginning a five-day
mission to conquer the Mayan Coast of Mexico. The
invasion force landed at Cozumel on the 24th, and launched
the mission shortly after securing the beach-head. The
opposing forces were no match for this group, an
invincible and determined cadre from the South Carolina
Base, and the ladies returned home on the 26th, laden with
treasures and full of stories of bravery under fire and the
camaraderie of an efficient fighting force. The returning
heroines are pictured below. There were no casualties to
the Sub-Wives Force, and it looks like there may be
another deployment, maybe next year. Mexico should be
on full alert!

Pictured L-R are: Pat Temple, Cyndie Teagle,
Kit Sparger, Helene Fuchs, Jennie Viering,
Deborah Knaub, Carolyn Berry, and Gloria Cyrek.
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Scholarship Announcement!

Pictures of the submarines and their crews were
displayed on a large screen as Sailors spoke of
accomplishments and sacrifices.
One submarine in particular honored at the event was
USS Argonaut (SS 166). A V-class submarine, Argonaut
was the largest submarine built until the nuclear era. A
mine layer and troop transport, she was launched on Oct.
10, 1927. While engaging a Japanese convoy, she was
sunk by direct fire and depth charges from Japanese
destroyers. The sinking of Argonaut and her crew of 102
personnel was reported as the worst loss of life for a
wartime submarine.
The bell that hangs in the steeple of the Submarine Base
Chapel, and tolled in remembrance for the fallen each
month, was donated from the crew of USS Argonaut right
before her last patrol, from which she never returned.
Following the ceremony, submarine veterans and active
-duty personnel reflected upon the event.
"Everything that we do in the submarine force has been
built on the backs of the Sailors that we have lost," said
COMSUBPAC's Force Master Chief Russ Mason, a native
of Mears, Michigan. "There is nothing in the submarine
force that was not written in blood. For us to come here to
honor them is a small price to pay to remember these
Sailors and their sacrifices."
Mason has seen a his share of Sailors lost during his
career, and believes events like bell tolling ceremonies
help show that Sailors past and present acknowledge their
sacrifice and honor them.
"It is personal to me and I think it is personal to each
one of us," added Mason. "They know someone or know
of someone that we have lost, so we want to remember
them and honor them."
Retired submariner, Lt. Cmdr. Paul Jurcsak of the
Bowfin Based Submarine Veterans and a native of New
York, believes the bell tolling ceremonies help attendees
remember and share the proud tradition of the U.S.
submarine force.
"We all leave here with a deep sense of pride of being a
part of probably the greatest submarine force that the
world has ever known," said Jurcsak. "It's our pleasure to
honor the memory of those great Sailors and it is fitting
that we continue this tradition."
Jurcsak recounted his experience losing a fellow
shipmate while he served on active duty, and was
devastated.
"We are all brothers, and we feel a deep sense of loss
whenever someone leaves us," added Jurcsak.
Operations Specialist 1st Class Steven Warden,
assigned at Task Force 34, served as a presenter at the

All the college students who received scholarships last
Julys are reminded that you have thirty days to send me
your fall semester grade in a "non-Official" form or "Issued
to Student" or I will be sending you a letter requesting in 14
days. If you will recall with the receipt of the check you had
a letter telling you this. If I do not hear from I will be
contacting YOUR Sponsor for help so I can close out last
year group and prepare for this year group
Here are some dates to remember:
1. Fall semester grades and Thank you's are due 16
February to National chairman.
2. Last call to request a scholarship Application is 15 March
2015
3. All scholarship Applications are due by 15 April 2015 to
NSC.
Any question please feel free to contact National
Scholarship chairman by email or phone at 1-860-3346457. Thank you. Paul Orstad, NSC
---------------------------------------Bell Tolling Ceremony in Honor of Lost Submariners
MC1 Steven Khor, Submarine Force Pacific Public Affairs
PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII – A special bell tolling
ceremony was held at the Submarine Base Chapel on Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Jan. 14, in memory of both
submariners and submarines lost in the month of January
during World War II.
Submariners past and present gathered to honor and
remember those sacrifices for the nation, sponsored by the
Submarine Veterans Bowfin Base, and the chaplain's office
at Commander Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet
(COMSUBPAC).
Lieutenant Bill Gritton, chaplain from Naval Submarine
Support Command, said the importance of the ceremony is
the remembrance of what the submarine force has done in
the past, and what they are still doing today.
"The idea is to remind people of the interconnectedness
of the submarine force," said Gritton. "It is to remind people
that the submarine legacy has extended back to 1900, and to
remember the sacrifices that individuals have made during
that time period."
The bell tolling ceremony is held every month to honor
and pay respects to the 52 submarines and crews lost during
the war.
The month of January honored five submarines and their
crews that were lost, as well as 10 Sailors that were lost
while the submarines themselves made it home.
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event and said he believed the tolling of the bells was even
more inspiring for him because he is from a different naval
community.
"Being from the surface Navy, we are not as
knowledgeable of the subsurface community and the
dangers that come with it," said Warden, originally from
Vinita, Oklahoma.
Warden said he believes that submariners have that
constant risk of not being able to surface. Some will surface,
and some will not. "For those who did not surface, we
should all stand and support them," said Warner.
For more information about the Pacific Submarine
Force, visit www.csp.navy.mil.

the ships. ... To honor Admiral Rickover, I'm announcing
that I'm naming the next Virginia-class submarine the USS
Hyman G. Rickover," he said, to a loud, standing ovation
at Naval Reactors headquarters on the Washington Navy
Yard.
Mabus said the chief of naval operations' wife, Darleen
Greenert, will be the ship's sponsor.
The ceremony — attended by Chief of Naval
Operations Adm. Jon Greenert, head of Naval Reactors
Adm. John Richardson, and Frank Klotz, head of the
Nuclear Security Administration — focused on the Navy's
nuclear program and Rickover's legacy.
Greenert extolled the virtues of nuclear power, saying
that it was the most cost effective, reliable and adaptable
form of energy available.
―Nuclear power,‖ he said, ―is the core of U.S. sea
power, from nuclear deterrence to the presence missions
around the globe.‖
"The carrier is the international symbol of U.S. sea
power," he said of the nuclear-powered flattops. "You
don't believe me, try and retire one," he said, a reference to
the congressional ruckus raised when the Navy proposed
an early retirement for the carrier George Washington last
year.
Richardson, who as the NR director leads the
organization Rickover created, pointed out that more than
130,000 sailors and officers have gone through nuclear
training since the program's inception. Klotz said that since
Nautilus had its fateful 1955 underway, nuclear power has
propelled ships 155 million miles.
The Nautilus was planned and supervised by Rickover,
whose wife attended the ceremony. Rickover was a small
man who has cast an outsized shadow over the fleet. The
Navy's longest-serving officer, he lorded over Naval
Reactors for more than 33 years, retiring after 63 years of
naval service.
One sign of his influence is that his name still induces
respect and fear in the Silent Service. A relentless
bureaucrat, the Naval Academy grad pieced together an
organization with sprawling responsibilities and power to
oversee what was then regarded as a new and hazardous
energy source.
Rickover was confrontational and exacting, instilling
the "trust but verify" mindset that distinguishes the nuclear
Navy from all other branches of the service. His nearflawless reactor safety record — the Navy has never had a
major nuclear accident — is a testament to his foresight
and leadership.
During the ceremony, Greenert recounted that the
service did an 18-month review to find out if there was a

--------------------------------------

On the Lighter Side:
BUS TRIP FOR BLONDES & BRUNETTES
Two bowling teams, one of all blondes and one of
all brunettes, charter a double-decker bus for a
weekend trip to Louisiana.
The brunette team rode on the bottom of the bus
and the blonde team rode on the top level.
The brunette team down really whooped it up,
having a great time, when one of them realized she
hadn't heard anything from the blondes upstairs. She
decided to go up and investigate. When the brunette
reached the top, she found all the blondes in fear,
staring straight ahead at the road, clutching the seats in
front of them with white knuckles
The brunette asked, 'What the heck's going on up
here? We're having a great time downstairs!'
'YEAH SURE, YOU'VE GOT A DRIVER' !!
-------------------------------------Nuclear Navy Father Honored
By David Larter, Navy Times, Jan. 9
The next Virginia-class attack submarine is to be named
for the father of the nuclear Navy, who six decades ago
oversaw the integration of nuclear reactors into the
submarine force.
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus made the announcement at a
ceremony marking the 60th anniversary of the first nuclearpowered submarine, the Nautilus, which on Jan. 17, 1955,
reported, "Underway on nuclear power."
"I get to have a lot of fun in this," Mabus said at the Jan.
9 ceremony. "And one of the things I get to do is name all
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better option than nuclear power for the Ohio-class
replacement boomers, but the service came up blank.
"Nuclear power will be in the fleet through at least
2080," Greenert said, meaning Rickover's legacy will
stretch beyond a century.

The Navy's integration plans call for women to make up
20 percent of the enlisted crews on already-integrated Ohio
-class submarines by 2020.
The Navy has described the integration process as
smooth, although a recent episode aboard the Ohio-class
USS Wyoming raises questions about that. The Navy
investigated 12 petty officers for sharing and watching a
video of a female officer showering aboard the submarine,
according to the Navy Times. One of the petty officers
made the recording and passed it along, according to the
report.
Connor, the submarine force commander, has said two
more fast-attack subs will be integrated next fiscal year,
this time in the Pacific. The Minnesota and Virginia are
ported in Groton, Conn.

--------------------------------------

First Female Officer Reports to Submarine
USS Minnesota
Steven Beardsley, Stars and Stripes, Jan 14
The first woman to serve aboard a Navy fast-attack
submarine has reported to the USS Minnesota. She is one of
six officers expected to join fast-attack crews in the months
ahead.
Two more women will report to the Minnesota by the
end of January, with three more slated to join the USS
Virginia in the spring, said Lt. Cmdr. Tommy Crosby, a
spokesman for the Navy's Submarine Force Atlantic.
Integration of Virginia-class submarines comes three
years into the Navy's effort to gradually bring female
officers and enlisted into its undersea service. Female
officers first came aboard Ohio-class submarines in late
2011. As of last summer, more than 60 women were serving
in 14 submarines.
Submarines were one of the few remaining areas of
military service off-limits to women when the Navy lifted
its prohibition in 2010. Three years later, the Pentagon
removed the military-wide ban on women in combat units
and required gender integration plans from each of the
services.
The Navy's 10 Virginia-class fast-attack submarines are
armed with Tomahawk cruise missiles and designed to
conduct surveillance, seek out and destroy other submarines
and carry special operations forces. They are smaller and
have tighter quarters than Ohio-class submarines, the
designation for ballistic-missile and guided-missile boats.
Fifteen officers typically make up the wardroom in both
classes.
The plan to bring the six female officers aboard Virginiaclass submarines was announced in 2013 by Vice Adm.
Michael Connor, commander of Navy submarine forces.
Two of the women were to be supply officers, with the
other four nuclear trained. Submarine officers must first go
through an intensive 18-month training.
The service says it will open positions for enlisted
women on some Ohio-class submarines next year and for
several Virginia-class subs in 2020. All future submarines
will be designed for integrated crews, the Navy has said.

-------------------------------------

New Nanomaterial Takes the Stink Out of
Submarine Air
Wired Science, Nov. 11
On a US Navy submarine, every breath you inhale has
been repeatedly exhaled from the mouths of about 120
other people. This isn‘t as suffocating, or gross, as it
sounds, because submarines have ventilation systems that
take the CO2 out of the air, and recirculate it with
chemically catalyzed oxygen.
I take that back, the air is gross, because the chemical
used to remove CO2 smells like old diesel mixed with a
dash of sulphur, and it permeates everything on board.
This chemical, called amine, is known by every
submariner (I was one for 3 years), as well as every
submariner‘s wife, husband, or anyone else who
encounters that sailor‘s laundry. However, a new CO2capturing nanomaterial could bring an end to this most
notorious of submarine smells (trust me, there are others).
Unlike amine, which is a liquid, the new material looks
like sand. In fact, it is sand, except it is covered with tiny
pores, each filled with molecules that selectively pull CO2
out of the airstream. Together, sand grain and molecule are
called Self Assembled Monolayers on Mesoporous
Supports, or SAMMS. The pores create nooks and
crannies that let even a small amount of the material soak
up an incredible amount of CO2—a teaspoon of the
material has slightly less surface area than a football field.
And it‘s reversible. ―With a slight amount of heat, you can
also open that molecule back up and release the CO2,
making it possible to use the same material over and over
again,‖ said Ken Rappe, an engineer at Pacific Northwest
National Laboratory who worked on SAMMS.
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There are many different types of SAMMS, each
designed to bind with a specific molecule. They were
originally engineered to pull mercury and other
contaminants out of industrial waste streams, Rappe says.
The CO2-binding version was identified by accident over a
decade ago, when a scientist accidentally dropped a sample
of the stuff in a glass of water. The sample started fizzing.
Some experiments showed that this fizzing was the water
dissolving stored carbon. At the time, carbon capture and
storage wasn‘t a huge research interest (besides, SAMMS
likes its CO2 cool, and coal power emissions or automobile
exhausts are too hot to capture), and the researchers
searched for an application before a colleague pointed them
to the problem of funky sub air.
Amine doesn‘t just stink, it‘s also highly corrosive and
will ruin anything not made of stainless steel. This makes it
a huge maintenance burden, as it needs to be flushed and
moved into storage whenever it gets saturated with CO2.
The sandy SAMMS would alleviate this, as it doesn‘t need
special storage. ―When you go from a liquid to a solid,
you‘re able to get rid of all the pumps and tanks,‖ said Jay
Smith, an engineer at the Naval Ships Engineering Station,
Naval Surface Warfare Center Carderock Division
(NAVSSES) in Philadelphia who has been getting the
SAMMS-based replacement ready for deployment. ―It‘s
also safer, and more environmentally friendly to dispose
of,‖ she said.
Changing out life support equipment on a submarine
isn‘t trivial (no matter how reviled the piece of equipment).
Rappe and his research partners spent years improving the
material before turning it over to the Navy. Since then,
Smith and her colleagues have been testing the prototype
SAMMS ventilation system specifically for submarines. She
says the prototype is currently going through long-term
testing with lab-simulated sub air. It could then be deployed
on future submarines joining the fleet. Smith also noted that
the SAMMS technology has already been evaluated
successfully at sea through small scale test units.
And as long as the Navy‘s switching out gear on the sub,
how about a margarita machine in the crew‘s mess?

That submarine, a Virginia-class that will be named
USS Illinois, is expected to launch mid-year and be
commissioned in early 2016.
Cyrena was named as one of the five finalists statewide
whose logo was selected by a panel of judges appointed by
the USS Illinois Commissioning Committee. From among
the five finalists, one overall first-place winner will be
selected by the crew of the USS Illinois.
―When she (teacher Jana Drennan) called me to her
desk and told me I was a finalist, I was surprised,‖ she
said.
As one of the finalists, Cyrena will attend a luncheon
April 2 in Chicago and will receive a formal certificate of
recognition for her design as well as an official ship‘s
plaque that features the ship‘s final crest. She is the
daughter of Antonio and Amy Rangel.
―We‘re extremely proud of her,‖ her mom Amy Rangel
said. ―As a parent, you want the best for your child. It is a
huge honor for her to have come this far. Her father and I
are excited and looking forward to what her future holds.‖
Cyrena was one of 120 mostly freshmen and sophomores
in Drennan‘s five Digifolio classes – a multimedia class –
that designed a crest that represents Illinois and the crew
that will serve aboard the USS Illinois.
Drennan said she ―just happened upon‖ the project and
contest, which is sponsored by the Illinois Department of
Veterans Affairs and the USS Illinois Commissioning
Committee, and thought it would be an opportunity for her
Digifolio students to work on something unique. In the
past, the class has created logos for all the District 118
schools, the New Tech logo, the Parent University logo
and logos for clubs and organizations.
After each student created his or her logo, the students
then gave impromptu presentations to their peers about
their design, which were then submitted last month to the
contest.
―I sent a big box of them,‖ Drennan said of her
students‘ logos. ―They were very pleased with our designs
in general.
―I‘m very proud of my students, and it‘s awesome with
Cyrena being a freshman,‖ Drennan said. ―They did a great
job with Photoshop. I think they all did a great job this
year.‖
High school students from all over Illinois were invited
to participate in designing a crest for the submarine. More
than 160 students entered logos in the contest, said Kathy
Hurley, public affairs assistant with the Union League
Club of Chicago, which accepted the contest entries and
coordinated the judging.

-------------------------------------

Teen's Logo Earns Top 5 Spot
Carol Roehm, commercial-news.com, Jan 15
DANVILLE — When Cyrena Rangel designed a crest in
her New Tech Digifolio class a couple months ago, the
Danville High School freshman never dreamed it might
actually appear on a new, state-of-the-art nuclear submarine
now under construction.
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This commercial follows a similarly tough-sounding
spot released a month ago.
Called ―The Shield,‖ that piece shows a couple holding
hands with a small girl. One by one, Navy personnel in
various uniforms form a series of circles around the
family.
The tagline there is ―To get to you, they‘d have to get
past us.‖
The new messages will potentially play well in today‘s
environment, with terrorist threats abroad and in the
homeland.
The Navy‘s personnel chief, Vice Adm. Bill Moran,
recently told U-T San Diego that recruiting new sailors is
not a problem but keeping them is more of a concern.
The ―Global Force for Good‖ slogan was aimed at
getting parents excited about their sons and daughters
joining up. Now the Navy has to worry about those troops
staying in after years of long deployments.
The Navy's marketing arm decided on the new
approach based on interviews of sailors at retirements and
other ceremonies.
―What really pulls at the heart and soul of sailors and
makes them think, ‗I want to stay.‘ Over time, that‘ll be
important,‖ Moran said in November.
While there‘s talk of a new slogan to replace ―Global
Force for Good,‖ Navy personnel officials remain
undecided. At present the tagline ―America‘s Navy‖ is
filling the gap.
San Diego ships and other West Coast units play a
starring role in the ―Pin Map‖ commercial, which was
filmed off our coast in recent months.
The aircraft carrier Ronald Reagan is featured in one
shot. F/A-18 jets from the Central Valley are pictured, and
Navy SEALs from Coronado were among those filmed
walking the snowy slopes of Mammoth.
Even the Rancho Bernardo-designed Triton unmanned
drone appears in one shot. Triton is the Navy‘s version of
the Northrop Grumman-made Global Hawk.

―We were blown away by the amount of detail in the
students‘ designs,‖ she said. ―The designs were very
impressive and it was very difficult to judge.
―It was cool to see young people involved in the project,‖
she added.
The Danville students said the project wasn‘t as easy as
copying and pasting some images from the Internet.
The crest design had to include certain elements, such as
signifying that Illinois is the 21st state in some creative way;
incorporating the Trident reference to Virginia-class
submarines; and adding a submarine dolphin insignia, an
outline of a nuclear submarine and a star, which signifies
that an earlier naval ship was named USS Illinois. The first
USS Illinois was a World War II battleship.
―It took about three days,‖ Cyrena said of designing the
crest. ―I thought it would be challenging, but it turned out to
be easy.‖
As for her favorite element in the crest, Cyrena said, ―I
like how the eagle is grabbing the shield.‖
Whether the statewide recognition sparks an interest in
graphic design for Cyrena is yet to be seen.
―I‘m trying to go into the medical field,‖ the teen said of
her future aspirations.
The first-place winner will receive a complimentary
round trip and hotel accommodations to be honored at the
USS Illinois commissioning ceremony along with his or her
parents or guardians.
The all-day event, which includes a guided tour of the
new nuclear submarine, will be held December 2015 or
January 2016, depending on the submarine‘s construction
schedule.
-------------------------------------New Tough Navy Recruiting Image
Jeanette Steele, San Diego Union-Tribune, Jan 26
Navy marketing going more tough-guy, less 'global force for
good'
Now that the Navy has dropped its longtime ―Global
Force for Good‖ slogan, it appears to be moving toward a
more aggressive – you might even say bad-ass – image.
The Navy‘s newest recruiting commercial debuted
Friday night on ESPN and Youtube.
Called ―Pin Map,‖ the minute-long version features each
piece of the diverse Navy – ships, submarines and jets, but
also SEALs, bomb disposal techies and unmanned drones.
The idea is that the Navy is deployed around the globe – all
these pins on a map.
The tagline at the end is, ―Around the world, around the
clock, in defense of all we hold dear back home.‖

-------------------------------------USS Boise Returns from US Central Command
Deployment
Kevin Copeland, Commander, Submarine Force Atlantic
Public Affairs, Jan 16
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NORFOLK – The Los Angeles-class attack submarine
USS Boise (SSN 764) returned to its homeport at Naval
Station Norfolk from a deployment, Jan. 16.
Boise, under the command of Cmdr. Scott C. Luers, is
returning from the U.S. Central Command area of
responsibility where the crew executed the Chief of Naval
Operation's Maritime Strategy in supporting national
security interests and maritime security operations.
Boise was awarded the 2014 Battle Efficiency 'Battle E'
for Submarine Squadron 6 in an announcement made by
Vice Adm. Michael J. Connor, commander, Submarine
Forces Atlantic, on Jan. 5.
"Boise steamed more than 37,000 miles conducting
operations in challenging high contact density, shallow
water environments spanning the U.S. 5th, 6th and 7th
Fleets," said Luers. "We completed three missions vital to
national security, 14 strategic strait transits in support of
time sensitive operations and key theater commander
tasking. The ship provided operational commanders a
unique indication of submerged and surfaced threats,
giving additional support and protection to high value
units in theater operations."
Port visits were conducted in Duqm, Oman; Manama,
Bahrain; Jebel Ali, United Arab Emirates; Souda Bay,
Greece; and Rota, Spain.
"Boise Sailors excelled as ambassadors in representing
the Navy as a Global Force for Good, conducting
community relations events during multiple port visits,"
said Luers. "As the first nuclear-powered warship to
Duqm, Oman, we established a long-lasting relationship
with the host Navy and government. Due to Boise's
presence, she assured access for subsequent U.S. forces to
a port strategically located outside the Strait of Hormuz."
During the deployment, the Boise crew missed three major
holidays - Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's. The
separation only motivated performance.
"The crew is directly responsible for the outstanding
performance of the ship during the Central Command
deployment," said Luers. "They expertly managed all
operations, logistical, and equipment challenges
throughout extended operations across three theaters. With
exceptional knowledge and skill, the crew identified and
implemented solutions to address all problems and meet
theater commander tasking.
"In addition to meeting all operational taskings, we had
38 Sailors on Boise complete their submarine warfare
qualifications, including four officers. In earning the
coveted gold and silver dolphins these Sailors joined an
elite fraternity - the right to be called submariners.
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"After meeting and exceeding all expectations
throughout the deployment, we are looking forward to
spending some well-earned time relaxing with family and
friends."
Fast-attack submarines like Boise have multi-faceted
missions. They use their stealth, persistence, agility and
firepower to deploy and support special force operations,
disrupt and destroy an adversary's military and economic
operations at sea, provide early strike from close
proximity, and ensure undersea superiority.
Boise was built by Newport News Shipbuilding and
commissioned Nov. 7, 1992. The 360-foot submarine is
the second naval ship to be named in honor of the city of
Boise. The crew compliment includes 13 officers and 116
enlisted sailors
-------------------------------------How Submarine Warfare is Changing
Anna Mulrine, The Christen Science Monitor, Jan 22
WASHINGTON — Today's submarines are in danger of
becoming increasingly vulnerable as ―game changers‖ in
undersea warfare make it easier to detect them, a new
report says.
Deep sea submarines have been a key part of the United
States military‘s offensive and defensive missions for
decades, but a significant part of their utility lies in their
ability to operate stealthily. To this end, the US military
has invested huge amounts of money into making
submarines – in particular, the Navy‘s Virginia-class
nuclear submarines – quieter.
But rapid increases in computer processing power are
offsetting these advances. Submarine detection techniques
that do not measure sounds but rather the wake left by
submarines, for example, have been known for decades.
But ―they have not been exploitable until very recently
because computer processors were too slow to run detailed
models needed to see changes in the environment caused
by a quiet submarine,‖ according to a report from the
Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments (CSBA)
released Thursday.
Today, "big data" is providing the capability to run
sophisticated oceanographic models in real time, making
these detection techniques more feasible. As computer
processors shrink, some will soon be small enough to fit on
the sea floor. ―These systems have the potential to make
coastal areas far more hazardous for manned submarines,‖
the report notes.
What‘s more, emerging acoustic techniques will get
better. For example, computers could help find submarines
by comparing the normal ambient noise from marine life
and waves with measured noise, and in this way
―identifying where sounds are being reflected off a

submarine or obscured by its hull.‖
This is both good and bad news for the US military‘s
undersea warfare programs. The same technologies that
make submarines easier to detect could help spur a new
generation of technology that the Pentagon could use to its
advantage.
For instance, next-generation submarines could fool
sonar by emitting special sounds to drown out their own
radiated noise, ―similar to the method used in noisecanceling headphones,‖ the report notes. The US Navy
could also use unmanned underwater drones to conduct
acoustic jamming.
This points to a brand new realm for the militaryindustrial complex. ―A new family of undersea vehicles and
systems will be essential to maintain America‘s undersea
edge,‖ the CSBA report argues. Failing to ―aggressively
exploit‖ the latent potential of these emerging technologies
―could create an opening for rivals,‖ it warns, ―and, in so
doing, pose a major threat to US security.‖

Members are urged to use the Action Center (action.fra.org/
action-center) to ask their representative to vote for this
proposed constitutional amendment.

--------------------------------------

Concurrent Receipt Bills Introduced
Rep. Gus Bilirakis (Fla.) introduced the ―Retired Pay
Restoration Act‖ (H.R. 303), which would expand the
eligibility of retirees with less than 50 percent disability
rating to receive service-connected disability from VA and
their full retirement pay for retirees eligible for Concurrent
Retirement and Disability Payments (CRDP). Currently,
only CRDP disability disabled retirees with a rating of 50
percent or more are eligible for concurrent receipt. Rep.
Sanford Bishop (Ga.) has also introduced comprehensive
concurrent receipt reform (HR 333) that includes disabled
retirees with CRDP less than 50 percent and CRDP
(Chapter 61) medically retired (less than 20 years of
service). Members are urged to use the FRA Action Center
(action.fra.org/actio n-center) to contact their representative
to ask their support for these proposals.
--------------------------------------

Flag Desecration Amendment Introduced
Rep. Steve Womack (Ark.) has introduced a proposed
constitutional amendment (H.J. Res. 9) to allow Congress to
pass a law to prohibit the physical desecration of the flag of
the United States. Many brave men and women who serve
and have served in the armed services feel deeply about the
dignity of ―Old Glory.‖ The physical desecration of this
symbol of democracy and freedom is an affront to them and
the memory of those who died in the service to this nation.
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